13th September 2024

Fortnightly Bulletin

St Mary’s Catholic School

This week has been a busy week in the life of the school as we
have welcomed our Y7 parents for the first of our Autumn term
Parents Information Evenings to learn key information, meet the
Form Tutors and Head of Years who lead and support their child.
It was wonderful to meet with so many parents and ensure we are
working in such close partnership together as their children begin
their St Mary’s journey with us.

Last night, we welcomed our Y12 parents as their children begin the transition to
Sixth Form life and the independence and opportunities this presents our young
people post 16. Ecclesiastics 4:12 “A cord of three strands is not quickly broken”
inspires us to know that in working in partnership as parents, school and child
that we get the very best outcomes for our children. We look forward to
welcoming our Y8 and Y10 parents next week for their Information Evening.

I am pleased with the positive start our students have had to the 2024-2025
academic year. In my daily walks around the site, visiting classrooms and
monitoring teaching and learning, | see standards are high, expectations are clear
and learning in the classroom and students exercise books shows engaging
learning and good progress. Please do take a look through your child’s exercise
book over the weekend, ask them to show you a piece of work they are
particularly proud of and ask them to explain to you what they have learnt.

You will find in this edition a list of all the “Extra-Curricular Clubs” on offer for the
Autumn Term. We encourage as many students as possible to actively participate
in enrichment opportunities and strive to work towards achieving the different
levels of the St Mary’s Award and you will find further information to help support
and encourage your child in this. | am also exceptionally delighted and excited
that we are launching our School Musical for 2024-2025 which will be “Matilda”!
We will be running auditions for the school production in the next few weeks — full
details are in this newsletter, to find our lead roles and cast for our annual
production. Please do encourage your child to get involved as we will be looking
for set design, costume makers, dancers, musicians as well as our budding
actors.

With a flying start to the new academic year, we look forward to the weeks ahead!
God Bless you and your families

Deirdre McHugh



Exercise Books!

As we start a new academic year at SMCS, we are delighted to be
launching our brand-new exercise books across a range of subjects and
year groups (initially across Years 7-10 and Year 12). Each book has
been customised for each subject area, featuring graphics, subject-
specific information and academic vocabulary to boost students'
independent learning. In addition, each book features a tracking page on
the inside cover to help your child and yourselves monitor their academic
progress and targets for improvement across the year.

Please do take a moment to look through your child's new exercise books
and offer any feedback from a parental perspective. We are very proud of
these new designs and hope that they further raise students' aspirations
and pride within their academic studies at St Mary's.
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Dance:
Wednesday 18th September 3:15-4:15

Acting:
Friday 20th September 3:15-4:15

All auditions take place in the Hume Theatre
See Mr McHugh or Mr McGinley for more details



St Mary's Award for 24/25

We have a new design of badge, a new design of St Mary's Award and
approximately 50 opportunities to choose from to enable your child to
achieve the Extra Curricular Clubs category. In order to be awarded their
Bronze St Mary's award badge this December.

Students must achieve all 6 categories below. With this issue of
Headlines, you’'ll find a copy of the full clubs schedule, and you should
receive some emails to enable you to sign up to some of the clubs with
more restricted numbers, or to get on the waiting list.

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY-
liturgies, fund-raising,
service to others such as
peer-reading or helping
at open evening

OTHER- including
INTERHOUSE- student librarians,

A ATTENDANCE-95+%, but
participation at least rofroshes each month student leaders,

once each term achievements out of
school etc.

Sign the Hertfordshire Smartphone Free Childhood Parent Pact

https://hertfordshireparentpact.smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/

Join a growing community of parents in Hertfordshire choosing to wait to give their
children smartphones until at least the end of Year 9 — and see how many others

have signed in your child’s primary or secondary school.

It takes just 30 seconds to sign, and the more of us that do, the more powerful it

becomes in shifting the social norm in Hertfordshire. Plus every signature will help

to prove to the government how much this issue matters to parents across the
country.



At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

= — Conversation starters = a
[ for parents and carers:
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Sometimes it's easy to assurme we know why children choose certain
games or apps. It can seem obvious, like the child interested in football
will be enthusiastic about the new FIFA game. But sometimes it can be
more subtle than that. It could be that it's an outlet for their creativity
or it might be that they like the look of the main character. Learning
their motivation and knowing why they like it can help advising them
on how to use it safely and help you discuss the pros and cons.
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L Showing an interest in what children are accessing online is a great
opportunity for you to learn something new as well. Children on the .
whole love sharing their experiences so by asking them to teach you .
how to use an app or play a game is not only a great way to bond, but
you will also feel more empowered to talk about it. It is easy to shy
away from conversations when the child perhaps knows more about
the subject content than you do. This can help to turn this around.
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Starting a conversation by sharing something that you've seen or that has made you
feel uncomfortable can be a great opener. Talking about your own feelings can help
children realise that it isn't just them - adults can be affected too. You can then go into .
how you coped with it therefore indirectly giving children advice on how they can

also cope in uncomfortable situations. You can also explain that the reason that

you've chosen to talk to them about it is because talking helps. Children will hopefully
be able to see the parallels in the experiences and mimic your behaviour in future.
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CEOP

Many children may know what online risks are and will happily explain
the potential dangers. Listen and try not to be overly shocked if they tell
you something that disturbs you. This can then lead nicely into you asking
the question about what steps they are taking to look after themselves or
what help they could seek if something goes wrong. Sometimes it's just
nice to know that your children know the dangers and have taken steps to
help reduce the risk for themselves - this is the ultimate goal.

It could be that you really do have a friend at work who is debating
whether or not to let their child do something online, or it could be
that you're bending the truth slightly, but hopefully the outcome
would be the same. Don’t be afraid to ask others for advice. Not
only why they should let the child use it, but also what would they
tell the child to be aware of. What are the risks? This will help you
understand the risks ynurself and what to look out for in future.

Meet our expert m ?

Heather Cardwell isa practising Online Safety Lead and senior school Sometimes it's hard to know what to warn children about. If there is a new app or

leader who is passionate about safeguarding children online and game that your child has come across recently, ask them what they think their
educating them around online risks. She has over 10+ yearsasa teacher would say about it. What advice would school give them? What have they ™
Computing Lead and has successfully developed and implemented a been told about trusting people online or about fake news? Finding this out would

whole school approach to online safety in schools, delivering online safety be a good way to hear what advice they were given at school and help you reiterate J
training to both school staff and parents and helping toroll-outa bespoke ~ *. the same message. Quick reminders about what to do if something makes them feel

online safety policy across her local network of education settings. uncomfortable or who their trusted adults are can make all the difference.

www.nationalonlinesafety.com Twitter- @natonlinesafety Facebook - /NationalOnlineSafety Instagram - @nationalonlinesafety
Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. Ne liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 24.06.2020




