To put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful
desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after
the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness
Ephesians, 4: 22-24

Year 10
Parent Information Evening
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* The Journey

e Significance in attendance
e Safeguarding refresher

e GCSE Curriculum

* Expectations

e Study Habits

* Go 4 Schools

* Work Experience

* Meet the tutor

Key Dates

25t Sept — Open Evening (students
finish at 1pm and return 26 Sept at
11am)

24t October — Invite Only Evening
6t March — Parents Evening

7th-11% July — Work Experience
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Meeting the Year Team

B M

Miss Hayles Dr Bentley R T

and Ms and Ms Mr Lawn Mrs
Malik- Malik- Wilkinson

Brown Brown

Key responsibilities:

* Monitor the behaviour of learners in Year 10

* Monitor attendance and punctuality

* Monitor uniform and equipment

* Form tutor report system (fortnightly reviewed)

* Praise and achievement — through AP assemblies & St. Mary’s award
 Form time activities & AP reviews with learners during form time

e Delivery of the PSHE Programme




0 days of school

Equates to 30 days off
school each year Very Concerned




Getting your child to school

on time really matters

If in a school Or they would
year your child have missed

o~

is late everyday approximately

3 days from school 16 lessons lost

10 Minutes 2 days from school 32 lessons |ost
15 Minutes 8 days from school 48 lessons lost

20 Minutes 11 days from school 63 lessons lost
30 Minutes 16 days from school 95 lessons lost




The impact of attendance on your child’s

achievement

In 2019 government research revealed the following statistics:

* Pupils who did not achieve grade 9 to 4 in English and maths GCSEs in
2019 had an overall absence rate of 8.8% over KS4 (i.e. 91%
attendance)

e Pupils with an average absence rate of 5.2% (i.e. 95% attendance)
achieved a grade 4

* Pupils with the lowest absence rate of 3.7% (i.e. 96% attendance)
achieved grade 9 to 5 in both English and maths

 Among pupils 100% attendance at KS4, 83.7% achieved grades 9 to 4
in English and maths compared to 35.6% of pupils who were
persistently absent.

Please contact attendance@stmarys.net to report a
child absent for the day
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The breadth of issues classified within online safety is considerable and ever evolving,
but can be categorised into four areas:

v P en A
J§C)K
CONTENT CONTACT CONDUCT COMMERCE
being exposed to illegal,  being subjected to harmful personal online behaviour risks such as online
inappropriate or harmful  online interaction with other that increases the likelihood gambling, inappropriate
content, for example: users; for example: peer to of, or causes, harm; for advertising, phishing and
pornography, fake news,  peer pressure, commercial example, making, sending or financial scams.
racism, misogyny, self- advertising and adults and receiving explicit
harm, suicide, anti- posing as children or young images (e.g consensual and
Semitism, radicalisation adults with the intention to non-consensual sharing of
and extremism, groom or exploit them for nudes and semi-nudes and/
sexual, criminal, financial or or pornography, sharing
other purposes, other explicit images and

online bullying.

Love Respect  Flourish &)




Social Media

Love Respect Flourish ‘




Social Media and Advice to Parents

1. Communicate with your children about their online behaviour.

2. Support your child in ensuring that they only add contacts that they
also know and trust off-line.

3. Underline the importance of not publishing or forwarding images
and videos which jeopardise their safety or integrity.

4. Emphasise the importance of thinking before they post something
online.

5. Limit the time your children spends online and check what they are
doing.

Love Respect Flourish
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Aims of SMCS Curriculum

A broad and balanced curriculum that will;

e provide challenge with support, developing our

students as independent learners

e promote students’ spiritual, moral, social and

cultural development

e prepare students for the opportunities, experiences
and responsibilities they will face in the future

e provide an enriching range of opportunities beyond

the classroom



St Mary’s Curriculum

At St Mary’s Catholic School students study a combination of compulsory/core subjects (subjects that everyone
studies) and optional subjects (subjects that students choose). The diagram below outlines what the

curriculum looks like for a ‘typical’ student. The numbers in each box indicate how many hours/lessons a
fortnight students will have on their timetable for each subject.

CORE SUBIJECTS
. . . OPTION SUBJECTS
Mathematics (8 hours), English Literature . .
: A Modern foreign language, a humanities
& Language (8 Hours) Science — Double/ . .
. .. subject, an open element subject,
Triple Award (10/12 hours), Religious learning sUpbort ootion
Studies (5 hours) and P.E (2/4 hours) g 5upp P

Students will sit exams in 9 subjects in
Summer of 2026



GCSE Grading

The 9-1 grading scheme was brought in alongside a new GCSE curriculum in England. The
highest grade is now 9, while 1 is the lowest. The U grade, meaning "ungraded", remains the
same. The number scale is not directly equivalent to the old letter one.

Old GCSEs Old GCSEs  New GCSEs

(even distribution) (actual distribution)

B
C
D
E




Every lesson Every problem has Little and often

matters a solution (outside class)

Little bit older,
little bit wiser

Hit the ground
running

cEXPECTATIONS-®

Fail to prepare, Support is all

prepare to fail around you







THE FORGETTING CURVE
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Table 1: Effectiveness of ten learning techniques, from Dunlosky et al (2013) *

Practice testing Self-testing or taking practice tests on material to be learned.

Implementing a schedule of practice that spreads out activities

Distributed (‘spaced’) practice
over time.

High utility

Generating an explanation for why an explicitly stated fact or

Elaborative interrogation
concept Is true.

Explaining how new information is related to known information,

Self-explanation
or explaining steps taken during problem solving.

Implementing a schedule of practice that mixes different kinds
of problems, or a schedule of study that mixes different kinds of
material, within a single study session.

Interleaved practice

rate utility



Low utility

Highlighting

Keyword mnemonic

Imagery use for text learning

Rereading

Marking potentially important portions of to-be-learned materials
while reading.

Using keywords and mental imagery to associate verbal materials.

Attempting to form mental images of text materials while reading
or listening.

Restudying text material again after an initial reading.



Start Now!

Practice - Be
Interleaved Prepared

\

St Marys 10

Practice -

Distribute

Limit
Technology
\ Effective Revision /

Active Self Care

Revision

I o Time

Smart




How is my child doing at school?

Last year, feedback received suggested that parents
wanted more information from the school on how
their child was progressing.



How is my child doing at school?

St. Mary’s has invested in an online platform called
Go 4 Schools.

This will store and present “live” information about
yvour child’s academic performance

This information includes their homework. No other
platform should be used to set homework.



Accessing Go 4 Schools

E?ﬂ g'E g0 4 schoals »

L

@ G0 4 Schools
Search for Go 4
4 5 Home
GO 4 e 4 helps youl remoyve delays, data sios, reliance on galekeeners and unrekabke
Schools SR ————

Pick the appropriate
link (student/parent)

Love Respect Flourish &




Accessing Go 4 Schools

Sign In
The login page will become |~
'UiSib I e {5 Sign in with Google
Choose “first time user” o i
Ensure you use your St. e s
Mary’s email address gpors "
(students) or the email
address the school has on
file (parents)

Love Respect Flourish &



Live Information

STUDENT DETAILS

Overview

Due =

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
Linssfornel

Love Respect Flowrish &



Live Progress Information

STUDENT DETAILS

B
FIOGMess SLImmary

Progress

Summary - Current Working Grade

% Sulbpact name Graga value

Love Respect Flowrish €




Live Progress Information

Subject Year 7 Baseline External target CWG Sheet summary
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Our Community Supporting Our School to Deliver Excellence for All

Friends of St Mary’s

Our Community Supporting Our School to Deliver Excellence for Al

The Friends of St Mary’s

Summer 2022

i e

is undoubtedly an exciting time to be joining St Mary’s. We are in the
idst of completion of major investments project having secured over
7million pounds in grants over the last four years.

S
= 4

nderpinning all of this exciting news is the work of the Friends of St
Aary’s. The Friends have been supporting the school for 20 + years,
king a huge difference to the education, spiritual welfare and
opportunities for the thousands of pupils who have passed through
our school. We are proud of our past, grateful for the present and
extremely excited about our future. This year saw us as a school com-
unity celebrate our 125" Anniversary. Now it’s your turn to
experience the St Mary’s community and we hope that you will wish to 3 |
come a Friend of St Mary’s too. . | "
I of

T el s

el
W #\
riends of St Mary’s official role is to assist the school in raising funds ‘ ’ |
and much of that comes from the generosity of parents who make a 4 (| “U
onthly contribution by standing order. The vast majority of families
hoose to do that; some even continue after their child has left the
school! That speaks of community and reflects the culture and values
so important to us all. We do not take that generosity lightly and
prayerfully consider how best to invest those funds.

We are thankful to our contributors because we absolutely could not
ave delivered so many enhancements without the support. There is
an incredible opportunity available to us and we wish for everyone to
atch the vision, to feel part of our journey and to share our
enthusiasm. Everyone is welcome to joi

n the past twelve months we have worked on the refurbishment of
our new Refectory dining facilities, with a wonderful bright and airy
atering facility and dining hall, our students are reaping the
nefits of. The ‘A’ block currently is home to many of the school’s
imin functions. As these functions have now moved over to the

ewly refurbished Georgian block this w reate further space for
development. Fortunately, this year we have been blessed to have
other successful bid for finance to help with further development
of the school. With support from the diocese we have spent just over
£700,000 to convert the A Block into a new ‘Design and Technology’
Block. This redevelopment includes new bespoke classrooms for
‘Resistant Materials’ (e.g. wood-work, metal-work) and ‘Te> LA
ew ICT design studio to help with some of the computer related
aspects of Design and Technology as well as being available for other
departments to use. This redevelopment is also home to new first-
aid room, student reception and student toilet facilities and meetings
‘ooms as the new “Student hub” centre of the school.

e Friends of St Mary’s work hand in hand with the Parent
overnors to move the school forward and we are looking to
accelerate and expand our ambitions. Results, pupils and teachers
are outstanding. There have been some amazing improvements in
ecent years but there is much, much more to be done if we really

ant to have a first class environment for our pupils and teachers.

n you help?
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Careers Support in Year 10

Aim: Further enhance students employability competencies and put
those skills into action with work experience.

Our Careers Leader, Mrs Knight is based in F Block (Sixth Form).

The Careers Corner is in the Library, students can find up to date Labour Market
Information and career resources there.

Students will use Unifrog during Form / PSHEE Lessons, we encourage students to
use the platform at home.

We encourage parents to talk about careers and employability skills at home.

Work experience is planned for the week of 7th — 11th July 2025. Students will
need to secure work placements themselves (with parent help)

Communications regarding work experience will be sent out after Christmas.

#
Your St Mary’s

journey to
Career Success

> Gap Year

~* Employment /
Apprenticeship

b

Personalised support
for for all Post 18
Options
Work Experience

UCAS
University Tasters






