
Year 8 Parent Information 

Evening



Prayer 
Lord Jesus, Thank you for supporting us and our children 
and guiding them through the first week back at St. Mary’s. 
Continue to fill us with your grace so that we may use your 
example to support our children. Help us to guide them to 

grow in confidence, faith and love for you. 

Bless the teachers of the school and allow us over the next 
seven years develop relationships that will allow our 

children to thrive. We ask this through the intercession of 
our blessed lady as we say

Hail Mary…!
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Key Dates
Wednesday 25th September: St. Mary's Open Evening 
(Early finish) 
Thursday 26th September: Late start for students (10am)
Thursday 26th and Friday 27th September: School 
photos
Tuesday 1st October: St Theresa’s feast Day Celebration
Friday 4th October: St. Francis of Assisi Feast Day 
Thursday 24th October: Year 8 Invite only parents 
evening
Thursday 20th March: Year 8 Parents Evening
Monday 2nd June: Internal Exams (2weeks) 



The Year 8 Tutor Team 

Please feel free to contact  tutors as 
first point of call for attendance/ 

behaviour concerns via 
info@stmarys.net

‘FAO FORM TUTOR NAME’ 

Key responsibilities: 
• Monitor the behaviour of learners in 

Year 8. 
• Monitor attendance and punctuality 
• Form tutor report system (fortnightly 

reviewed) 
• Praise and achievement – through AP 

assemblies & St. Mary’s award
• Form time activities & AP reviews with 

learners  during form time
• Delivery of the PSHE Programme.
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8A – Mrs Natress

8B – Miss Anderson

8J - Mrs Acheson/ Mrs 
Fennelly

8K – Mr Bonich

8M – Mr Davis

8T - Ms Bjelajac
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Curriculum



Please use the Curriculum Page on the school website to access 

Key Stage Curriculum Maps
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• Our Careers Leader, Mrs Knight is based in K

Block

(Sixth Form). 

• The Careers Corner is in the Library, students 

can find up to date Labour Market Information 

and career resources there.

• The Careers Aim for Year 8 is to introduce

students to Unifrog and to develop their

knowledge of the variety of careers out there

and to begin to recognise what employability

skills are.
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Insistent
…on excellent standards

Consistent
...with established routines

Persistent
….to maintain “Outstanding” progress for our students





Getting the Basics Right

School uniform must be worn correctly, according to 

current policy at all times. Outdoor coats and scarves must 

not be worn in classrooms. 
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Standards and Expectations
1. High standards of uniform 

A. Shirts and Ties
B. Skirts
C. Trainers 
D. Hair

2. High standards of attendance 
A. On time to school and 

lessons 
B. Attending school 96+%
C. No term time holidays!
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The impact of attendance on your child’s 
achievement

In 2019 government research revealed the following statistics:
• Pupils who did not achieve grade 9 to 4 in English and maths GCSEs in 

2019 had an overall absence rate of 8.8% over KS4 (i.e. 91% 
attendance)

• Pupils with an average absence rate of 5.2% (i.e. 95% attendance) 
achieved a grade 4 

• Pupils with the lowest absence rate of 3.7% (i.e. 96% attendance) 
achieved grade 9 to 5 in both English and maths

• Among pupils 100% attendance at KS4, 83.7% achieved grades 9 to 4 
in English and maths compared to 35.6% of pupils who were 
persistently absent.

Please contact attendance@stmarys.net to report a 
child absent for the day
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How to support your child’s learning

• Please help them get into positive, well-established routines:

• Homework completed as a priority not an after-thought

• Do they have the correct books and equipment for tomorrow’s 

lessons?

• Show an interest in what they have done each day:

• “What was the most interesting thing you learned today?”

• “Can you explain how that works for me?”

• Don’t always take their word for it with homework!

• “Show me your completed homework”

• “Why do you know this is a good piece of work?”
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Year 8 Retreat Information
• Opportunity for students to grow 

closer to God. 

• Opportunity to build the Year 8 
community with mass and 
activities. 

• Will be taking place on 25th April 
2025.

• Possibly at Worth Abbey TBC

• Students will be back by 3pm so 
no changes to the school hours.

• I would like your support
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Safeguarding







Social Media
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13+



Social Media and Advice to Parents
1. Communicate with your children about their online behaviour. 

2. Support your child in ensuring that they only add contacts that they also know 
and trust off-line. 

3. Underline the importance of not publishing or forwarding images and videos 
which jeopardise their safety or integrity. 

4. Emphasise the importance of thinking before they post something online. 

5. Limit the time your children spends online and check what they are doing. 

6. reduce screen time before bed. Recommend not to allow your child to take their  
phone to bed.
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Enrichment and extra Curricular



St Mary’s Award 

Autumn 2024

Guide for Parents
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How to HELP YOUR CHILD achieve 

Their Bronze Award

• Support and encourage them in joining at least one or two clubs.

• Ensure they read widely and often and use the school library, handing in 

their book reviews when they return a book.

• Push them to have excellent attendance at school. Over 95% is expected.

• Remind them to take advantage of super-curricular opportunities for their 

favourite subjects.

• Attendance renews each month. So if you have 85% attendance in October,  

95% attendance in November achieves the award even though your 

average attendance cannot now be 95%.

• Ask them how their award form is coming along.

• If they do not achieve the award this term it will carry over to the Spring term 

when both Bronze and Silver badges will be available. Gold Badges will be 

awarded in July.
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Go4Schools



How is my child doing at school?

Last year, feedback received suggested that parents 
wanted more information from the school on how 
their child was progressing.
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How is my child doing at school?

St. Mary’s has invested in an online platform called 
Go 4 Schools.

This will store and present “live” information about 
your child’s academic performance 

This information includes their homework.  No 
other platform should be used to set homework.
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Accessing Go 4 Schools

Search for Go 4 
Schools

Pick the appropriate 
link (student/parent)
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Accessing Go 4 Schools

The login page will become 
visible

Choose “first time user”

Ensure you use your St. 
Mary’s email address 
(students) or the email 
address the school has on 
file (parents)
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Live Information

STUDENT DETAILS
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Live Progress Information

STUDENT DETAILS
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Live Progress Information
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