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3 Year School Development Plan Update
Mr Johnston - Headteacher

We have reflected on the progress we are making to our ten objective on the school development
plan since September 2023, and | promised when | introduced the plan to the school community to
give regular updates about how we are doing. Looking back over the last term, | am very satisfied
with how we are meeting the plans that have been set out, a flavour of which is summarised below:

Objective 1: Catholic Life—a range of activities and events are now in action, with ‘Living Prayer
Walls’ in every classroom, Miss McHugh leads a revitalised Sixth Form Chaplaincy team, the Chapel
being refreshed and retreats have been completed across KS3.

Objective 2: Challenge—The teaching and learning focus is on the theme of ‘Rise to the Challenge’
including the first SMCS Teaching Conference (2 days INSET) in November. Lots of the teachers are
now part of Mr Diggory’s ‘Professional Development Team’ bring new ideas and research based
strategies into the classroom to continually improve and provide challenge for all.

Objective 3: Sixth Form—NMr Noble is doing an excellent job as the new Director of Sixth Form,
alongside the Year 12 and Year 13 Managers. 11 students (a fantastic number) have applied to
Oxford or Cambridge this year (we wish them luck!). Students are excellent role models offering peer
mentoring and taking advantage of an enhanced range of enrichment opportunities on offer.

Objective 9: Rewards and Consequences—Mrs Hayden has launched the new system this term
after extensive consultation. Initial indications are very positive, and it is making a difference. About
9000 HPs have been awarded across the school recognising excellence and consistent effort.

Objective 6: Racial Justice, Equality and Diversity—see the plans for next week! (below!)
There will be a questionnaire for parents sent out early next week to hear your thoughts on the
school and in particular the Rewards and Consequences system. Have a good weekend. God Bless.

NEXT WEEK: Racial Justice Week
“Cherishing every child in our care as a

unique thumbprint of God”

UPCOMING EVENTS Racial Justice Week 22-26th January
There will be a number of events, activities, assemblies
Week Commencing Monday 22nd January and learning opportunities across the week to celebrate
R e e our diversity as a school community.
Wednesday 31st January 2024 The Refectory will also be serving food from
Pre-Ski Trip Info Evening (7pm) across the world!

Thursday 1st February 2024

Year 9 Options Evening TERM DATES 2024-5
Monday-Friday 5th-9th February 2024 Please note the revised term dates for the next
National Apprenticeship Week academic year as published in these Headlines and

on our website.
Thursday 8th February 2024 Lo
Year 9 Parents Evening By publishing these dates early, we expect parents

not to be booking family holidays during school
term-time. Thank you.



https://www.stfrancistrust.net/
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Verse of the Week

Year 12 Student Nathania has chosen Hebrews 12:1-2

Verse

"As for us, we have this large crowd of witnesses round us. So then,
let us rid ourselves of everything that gets in the way, and of the sin
which holds on to us so tightly, and let us run with determination the
race that lies before us. Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on
whom our faith depends from beginning to end. He did not give up
because of the cross!

On the contrary, because of the joy that was waiting for him, he
thought nothing of the disgrace of dying on the cross, and he is now
seated at the right-hand side of God's throne.*“

Study

This scripture - put simply, explains to us that yes our pasts are filled with sins, mistakes,
temptations that we couldn't overtake BUT there is no need to still feel any shame or any
guilt.

It literally mentions how Jesus felt no disgrace of dying on the cross as now He is seated on
the right - hand side of God.

The scripture says that we should literally rid ourselves and run with determination the race
that lies ahead of us.

Stop letting your past get in the way of
the race ahead of us.
Do not let it hinder your journey to eternal life.




#DedicatedtoExcellence

16-19 Bursary Fund Application

St Mary’s Catholic School is able to offer to help students with the cost of studying. The
bursary fund is available for 16-19 year olds in full time education. Your circumstances
may have changed since September 2023 so the information below may be of assistance in
helping and supporting your child with the financial cost of study for their Sixth Form education.

There are two types of bursary available, a Vulnerable Bursary and Discretionary Bursary.

Vulnerable Bursary

If you fall into one of the following categories, then you fall into the higher priority group and will
receive a Vulnerable Bursary to help with the cost of studying:

* You are in or recently left local authority care

* You get Income Support or Universal Credit in your own name

* You get Disability Living Allowance (DLA) in your own name and either Employment and Support
Allowance (ESA) or Universal Credit (UC)

* You get Personal Independence Payment (PIP) in your name and either Employment and Support
Allowance or Universal Credit (UC)

We do require original evidence from external agencies, key worker/social worker or evidence
of benefit in your own name.

Discretionary Bursary

If you live at home with your parent(s) or carer(s) who receive benefits you fall into the lower priority
group and MAY be eligible for financial help from the Discretionary Fund.

You may also get help from the Discretionary Bursary Fund if you are a young carer, or have an
Educational Health and Care Plan (EHCP).

Discretionary Bursaries that institutions award to meet individual needs. For example, trips, meals,
books and equipment.

Other — Based on household income being under £21,000 — this includes whatever your family
receives (salary, pension, benefits and or tax credits 2023/2024) on an annual basis. Evidence will
be required to support this. Students eligible for this may receive termly payments plus other
payments for example, to support travel costs, contributions to residential trips etc.

Students will also need to meet the schools behaviour, attendance and punctuality expectations in
order to receive payment.

Sixth Form students can download the Bursary Form below. Please return completed forms to Miss
McHugh Deputy Headteacher with any supporting documentation all completed application forms,
the original Tax Credit Award Notice (showing the household income for 2022/2023) and any other
supporting evidence needed to be submitted with the application. Application forms can be
found on our website: https://www.stmarys.net/16-19bursary

For more information about the 16-19 Bursary Fund can be found on the government website:

https://www.gov.uk/1619-bursary-fund



https://www.stmarys.net/16-19bursary
https://www.gov.uk/1619-bursary-fund
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Year 10 Problem Solving Event

Student Report by Barnaby

On Friday 12th January, Mr Antwi conducted a problem-
solving challenge in the hall, inviting sets one and two to work in
teams and solve complicated problems.

We participated in this challenge to open our minds to the fact that there is not a fixed way to answer
a question, as Mr Palmer said was to show us that, “Maths is not about what you should do, it is
about what you can do.”

With the help from sixth formers (Further Maths Students), the teams battled through many tough
questions, using trigonometry and Circle Theorems as swords and shields, finally being explained by
Mr Antwi.

| personally found that it was interesting to see other people in my team think in separate ways to me,
and it was good having many different minds working on one question.

Overall, the lesson helped us realise that a question is not always going from A to B, but it is about
how you go from A to B and the way you think about a problem.

Student Report by Ezekiel

A low murmur of voices filled the hall. Anticipation for what was to
come. On Friday 12th January, groups of Year 10 students
gathered for an hour of problem-solving.

Led by Mr Antwi, the session was aimed at developing the
strategies students use to approach problems, using their current
understanding of maths. With the help of Sixth Form

volunteers, teams of pupils worked on various questions, with
particular focus put on their methods to arrive at an answer.

Many of the concepts were familiar to the students, such as graph work, or problems on circles. The
difficulty lied in the application of their knowledge. Initially, the problems served as more of a
refresher, but later, the questions were more challenging.

Students were encouraged to work collaboratively, sharing their thinking with each other
frequently. After a certain amount of time, Mr Antwi would share the solutions, accompanied with a
detailed explanation of the steps involved to get to those answers. By the end of

the session, the students were exposed to more creative ways of thinking to

approach problems in maths.
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Year 10 Problem Solving Event

Student Report by Jaynelle

The problem-solving activity involving Set 1 and 2 was a great team building
experience, we got the chance to work with our peers and Further Maths students
to apply our classroom knowledge to exam questions.

In my opinion, the problems that we were given were a reasonable mix of
challenging questions that tested our understanding and required us to explain
and prove our methods on paper as well as out loud.

This enabled us to share our different thought processes. The Further Maths students were easy to
talk to when we needed help but still challenged us to work out the answer by ourselves.

Overall, it was a good experience as it gave me the opportunity to strengthen my problem-solving
skills.
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~

Inter House Competition Points
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Darts Dragons Den
Dodgeball Benchball
Public Speaking Football & Netball

~

Inter House Competitions ~ Spring Term
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Artist in Focus

St Mary’s.

Where do you want to go and what do you want to do when you leave St Mary’s?
I would love to carry on working in this creative environment, going on to work as an interior designer.
Sharing my passion with others and developing my skills and style that | have found and learned at

What advice would you give aspiring artists here at St Mary’s?
My advice would be, don’t compare yourself to others, everyone’s Art is so different and that is what
makes it so unique, special and impressive.

ARTIST IN FOCUS:
Dulcie L, Year 13

Why do you study or love Art? Tell us about your journey and
who you are...

I love the creative freedom that Art gives me and how you can share
your own ideas on a more personal level. | also love Art A level as
you become more invested in your own work, as it is all your own
and the sky is the limit to allow you to always grow and develop.

Who inspires you?

Not only do artists inspire me and my work but my peers also inspire
me and play a massive role in the development of my work. It is
really lovely being around a creative group of people, supporting one
another and sharing skills and ideas.
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~

Revised Term Dates 2024-2025
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~

Students invited to attend Herts Music Group
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Click Here For Latest Vacancy Information

https://www.stmarys.net/vacancies
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