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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Monday 13th November 2023 
Anti-Bullying Week ~ Odd Socks Day 

 
Thursday / Friday 

16th & 17th November 2023 
INSET DAYS—School Closed to Students 

Students Return to School on Monday 20th November 
 

Monday 20th November 2023 
Oracy Day 

 
Wednesday 22nd November 2023 

Red Wednesday 

St. Mary’s Catholic School Newsletter  

On Thursday evening, we held our Sixth Form Open Evening. The 
Sixth Form is the flagship of St. Mary’s Catholic School,  
representing the very best that we have to offer and is an excellent 
springboard into life at university, taking up an apprenticeship or 
into employment for students in Year 11.  

Entering the Sixth Form, for our internal students, represents the 
culmination of their 7-year St. Mary’s journey, and I believe we  
offer a compelling proposition. Our approach, in line with our  
values, develops the whole student. We have an academic focus 
within a supportive, caring, enriching environment. At St. Mary’s, 
students in the Sixth Form are known as individuals by their  
teachers, pastoral and support staff.  

 

Sixth Form Open Evening  
Mr Johnston  -  Headteacher 

All of this, alongside a strong emphasis on high quality teaching, an extensive enrichment offer and 
over 30 courses (including A Level Photography, A Level Textiles, Level 3 Performing Arts and other 
new courses for 2024 entry) means there has been no better time to join the St. Mary’s Sixth Form. 

Mr Noble (Director of Sixth Form), Ms Ribeiro and Ms Harritt (Year 12 & 13 Managers), Ms Knight 
(Careers Advisor) and the Sixth Form Tutor team have got great plans for the future! 

Full details, including the Sixth Form Video and latest prospectus are available on the Sixth Form 
pages of our website now! 

Extra-curricular Clubs—JOIN IN!! 

Details and timetable Page 10&11  

https://www.stfrancistrust.net/
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Remembrance Ceremony at St Mary’s 

On Friday morning, we came together as a school community on the tennis courts to commemorate 
Armistice Day - 11th November - and, as is traditional, held a two minute silence in memory of those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country.  The ceremony began with some of our students 
dressed in the uniforms of their cadet organisations who led the school cross, and read the bidding 
prayers.  The History department recalled accounts of people who had lost their lives in wars. 
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Remembrance Day 2023 

Remembrance Day is an annual event, where we remember all the  
people who have lost their lives while serving in the armed forces.  It 
is also called Armistice Day or Poppy Day. 

In the UK, Remembrance Day has been a tradition since the end of 
the First World War.  It is also celebrated in many countries across 
the globe.  People from different backgrounds, cultures, and  
religions come together to honour Remembrance Day.   

We remember the bravery and courage of those who fought in the 
World Wars on Remembrance Day.  We also think about the  
soldiers who are stationed in war zones all around the world and 
serving in the armed forces today.  

Remembrance Day is celebrated every year on the 11th of November. This is because during World 
War One, the conflict ended “at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month”.  The  
Armistice was when the war ended, which is why Remembrance Day is also called Armistice Day. 

Wearing a poppy throughout November is another popular way to commemorate Remembrance Day 
and helps us show our respect for those who have died.  The reason poppies are used to  
remember those who have given their lives in battle is because they are the flowers which grew on the 
battlefields after World War One ended.  The red poppy is a sign of remembrance and a  
symbol of hope for a peaceful future. 

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
We will remember them.” 

And so we pray… 

God our Father, your Son Jesus gave up His life to free us from the power of sin and death. 
He showed us that the greatest love is in giving up one’s life for others. 

Today we remember those who fought and died for our freedom.   
We ask you to bless and console them together with their families. 

Help us to understand the sacrifices they made in leaving their loved ones to face the horrors of war.  
May we never forget their generosity. 

May your Holy Spirit give us the courage to resist evil in all its forms and show us how to be  
peacemakers through prayer and action, lest we forget those who fought, suffered and died,  

that we might have the freedom we enjoy today. 

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 

Amen 
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Anti-Bullying Week 
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Anti-Bullying Week 
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Anti-Bullying Week 
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Year 7 Form Day Retreat 

This week we continued with our Year 7 Form Day Retreats. 
 

The students attended Mass, and spent time reflecting 
on how we are called to help others in need and stand 

up against injustices in our world.   
 

In the afternoon, students had the 
opportunity to decorate some  

prayer rocks for our prayer garden. 
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Religious Education Department ~ Competition 
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Religious Education Department ~ Competition 
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PE Extra Curricular Clubs 

 

 

    PE Extra Curricular Timetable HT2 
 

 

 
The PE Clubs are open to all abilities, there is no need to sign up or let us know you  

are going to attend, simply turn up with your kit and join in! 
 

** Basketball Club starts week commencing 13th November** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All clubs run from 3:15 to 4:15pm. 
You must organise your own transport home from school. 

 

 

Club  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Basketball Monday Monday Tuesday Tuesday  

Girls 

Football 
Tuesday Tuesday Tuesday Tuesday Tuesday 

Cross- 

Country 
Friday Friday Friday Friday Friday 
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Extra Curricular Clubs ~ update 

All students are invited to come along and join in our wide range of activities/clubs  
(please see website for Autumn Term Clubs) 

 

We have some new clubs on offer this term.  
 

Regular attendance at a club will count towards your St Mary’s Award.  
Joining a club is an excellent way to make new friends with similar interests and also take part  

in life outside the classroom here at St Marys.  

 

              Monday 

*New* Dance Club in the Sports Hall 
 

Monday 

                                      *New* Portuguese Language Club in F2 
 
                                                                                       Tuesday 

   *New* Chess Club in F2 
 
      Wednesday 

    *New* Craft Club in C2 

 

 St Mary’s Extra Curricular Clubs ~ Autumn Term 
See School Website for further details 

  Lunchtime Clubs After School Clubs 
Monday Choir Club 

Italian GCSE Language Club 
Spanish Spelling Bee Club 

Drama Club 
Boys Rugby 
Yoga Club 
GCSE Music Club 
Lexia 
A Level/GCSE DT Support Club 
Geography GCSE Support Club 

Tuesday Year 7 Japanese Club F24 Greenpower Race Club 
KS4/5 Business and Finance Club 
Eco Club 
Homework Club 
Lexia 
Chess Club 
Girls Football 
Lego Club 

Wednesday *During am Registration* Gospel Choir 
French GCSE Language Club 
Mathematic Society Club 
KS5 Medical Society Club 

Homework Club 
Lexia 
A Level Sociology Club 
Debate Club 
Orchestra Club 

Thursday Games Club 
Choir Club 
Sparx Homework Club 

Homework Club 

Friday Sparx Homework Club 
Knitting and Crochet Club 
Year 11 Spanish Revision Club 

Cross Country (All Years) 
Books & Biscuits Club 
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Diocesan Christmas Card Competition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are excited to launch our Diocesan Christmas Card Competition 2023 
  
The theme this year is -  
  

'For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’ (Isaiah 9:5-6)  

 

 
Students will complete this as a homework task. 
 

Instructions: 
1. Design a Christmas card using the above theme, as appropriate to their age.  

2. Add the required information to your card - including  pupil’s first name and form group. 

3. Art students hand their completed Christmas card to their Art Teacher.  All non-Art students hand it to 
their Form Tutor. 
  

Closing date - Monday 27th November. 
  

Rewards: 
-All entries receive three positive house points; 
-Top seven entries from each competition: Junior (Year 7 & Year 8), Intermediate (Year 9 & Year 10) and  
Senior (Year 11 & Sixth Form) will receive further positive house points. 
-Winning entries will be the St Mary’s entries in the Diocesan Christmas Card Competition! 
  

We look forward to seeing your child’s beautiful Christmas creations!  
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RE News... 

Community Reporting Award  
for Young Journalists 

 
The Religion Media Centre is to present a £1,000 prize to a 
young journalist who has shown excellent knowledge and 
skill in reporting a story covering communities and some 

aspect of religious life 
 

The entries will be reviewed and shortlist made by the Religion 
Media Centre team and the winner chosen from the shortlist by 

a panel of experienced religious reporters. 
 

Criteria for Entry: 
 

The journalist must be under 30 years of age on April 30th 2024 

All forms of media accepted, the more the better: newspaper, radio, 
podcast, TV/video report, social media 

The entry must be no less than 800 words or 2 minutes of run time 

The content can be on a story about religion, broadly defined 

Entries must be endorsed by the editor/exec from the publisher 

Entries must be published in the period between  
May 1st 2023 and April 30th 2024 

Entries must be submitted online by midnight on April 30th 2024 

 
How to Enter: 

 
Send your story/media including original files and the link  

where it was published if applicable.  
Submit your entry by email to be reviewed by the  

Religion Media Centre team: 

info@religionmediacentre.org.uk 

 

 

 

Religious News in the World 

 
The Religion Media Centre provides a useful 
compilation of comprehensive religious related 
news on current affairs and faith. This is a useful link for all sixth form students to widen their 
depth of knowledge of the world around them. To be religiously conversant in all matters of 
faith, history and current affairs.  

https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/all-news/  

 

https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/all-news/
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Introducing some of our new staff... 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Ribeiro 
Sixth Form Manager—Year 13 

Fifteen years ago, while living in Brazil, I worked for the Brazilian Army. I loved this 
job, and it taught me many life skills, such as discipline and resilience. During that 
time, I was studying for a degree as a Dietitian and just a year before I finished, I 
moved to the UK. My initial plan was to study English for two years and help one of 
the local churches in Bishops Stortford. Learning English would enrich my career, and 
living in a different culture would maximize my abilities. However, I was offered an 
opportunity to work as a Pastoral Assistant in this Church community, and through 
learning another language and meeting new people, I was able to work with families, 
young people, and children, helping them overcome their challenges. I am currently 
studying Psychology and Counselling, and I am grateful for this opportunity. 
 
After four years of not working in a corporate environment, I was pleased to restart 
and work with young people again, but this time as a Sixth Form Manager. My role 
involves applying motivation and encouragement, helping students discover their  
abilities and ensuring they learn to be focused, disciplined and responsible, preparing 
them for their future careers. As a team, we strive to provide they make the most of 
their time with us in every aspect. 
 

In my free time, I love spending time with my family and friends. I enjoy baking, watching football, and running, 
which is the sport that makes me feel great and accomplished. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#RedWednesday – 22nd November 2023 

Break the Silence on the persecution of Christians worldwide  
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We are hiring! 

 

 

Click Here For Latest Vacancy Information 

https://www.stmarys.net/vacancies 

 

https://www.stmarys.net/vacancies

