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Assemblies this week have been led by Mrs Wilkin, Assistant Headteacher, who has set out her 
Summer Challenge for the students. This comes in two parts; the St. Mary’s Award Summer  
Challenge and the Summer Reading Challenge; I hope that the students want to take up both! 

There are a range of aspects to the Summer Challenge, and students must complete 8 of the 10 
categories to qualify for their badge and house-points in September; it’s a great way to keep your 
child active and engaged over the summer break! Full details and an evidence form can be found on 
pages 7 and 8 of this Headlines newsletter. They also include a Sumdog Maths challenge,  
Languages immersion, sports and fitness challenge, prayer and spiritual and a careers research 
challenge (amongst much more!). Students can pick and choose and make as much out of this as 
they would like, but must complete the form to gain their badge!  

It was Sports Day last Friday afternoon, and we are yet to announce the winners of that, along with 
the House Cup—we will do these at the Final Presentation assemblies on the last day of the  
summer term, Wednesday 19th July (please note, we finish at 1pm for students).  

This week, the Year 10 students who have completed their summer ‘end of year’ examinations. 
They are doing these in the main exams hall, under full examination conditions in order for them to 
get used to the environment and processes involved with actual GCSEs (which they will have  
completed by this time next year!). The exam 
papers were intended to challenge them and to 
consolidate the learning from this academic year; 
I am sure the results will give them an excellent 
platform to begin Year 11 in September. We 
wish Year 10s the very best of luck with their 
work experience next week, and look forward to 
hearing all about it.  

Next Friday will be the last Headlines newsletter 
of the academic year. There is still so much  
happening at school, and learning taking place, 
so it is vital that all students maintain their  
attendance record until the very last day.  
Thank you in support of this.  

God Bless.  

Tom Johnston 

Headteacher 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Week Commencing Monday 10th July 2023 
Year 10 Work Experience Visits All Week 

Year 12 Enrichment Week 
 

Tuesday 11th July 2023 
Class 9T 7 9J Form Retreat 

 
Thursday 13th July 2023 
Year 6/7 Transition Day 

 
Thursday 13th July 2023 

Class 9B & 9K Form Retreat 
 

Monday 17th July 2023 
Year 7 Trip to Jump City 

Year 8 Trip to Colchester Zoo 
Year 9 Trip to Mud Challenge 
Year 12 National Gallery Trip 

END OF TERM 19TH JULY 1PM 

Start of Autumn Term 2023/4:  

4th Sept (Y7&Y12) 

5th Sept (Y8,Y9,Y10,Y11,Y13) 

Ready for the  

Challenge?  
Mr Johnston  -  Headteacher 

St. Mary’s Catholic School Newsletter  

https://www.stfrancistrust.net/
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Year 13 Prom 
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Year 12 Visit to Oxford 

Student Report 
During my time in Oxford 
 
When I first arrived at Oxford I found it quite amazing 
the number of different colleges from Queens College 
to Trinity College.  
 
My favourite one was Queens College because of the 
high-quality buildings with their neoclassical  
architecture. In addition, the stigma that Oxford is an 
elite place and hence it will be more expensive is 
wrong. Queens College which gave almost all its  
students ensuites was cheaper than a standard  
accommodation at the University of Nottingham  
surprisingly.  
 
Also, in Oxford, there seem to be a lot of weird  
traditions one I learnt about in Queens was Boars 
Head Gaudy which takes place on the  
17th December.  It is the procession of a boar's head 
accompanied by a big feast. Why you may ask? This 
is in remembrance of a student who triumphed over a 
boar. I find it amazing how much Oxford and even  
other colleges like Lincoln and Branose value their  
students by keeping up some of these frankly weird 
traditions.  

 
But the highlight of my day was the talk we had about getting into medicine in Oxford.  I was given a 
change of perspective in seeing a real interview. One of the key things that I learnt was that the  
answer doesn't matter, it's the methodology of how you reach your answers. In my opinion, it seems 
to be like a maths problem where you need to show each vital step in your work. Overall what I learnt 
was the difference between learning and understanding, since learning you can forget you need to 
recall it. In Oxford, they teach you to understand and that is something you can't forget. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity Miss McHugh. 

 

Aloysius, Year 12 
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U16 Boys County League Success! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are immensely proud of the Year 9 and Year 10 boys who represented the school in the U16 
Hertfordshire County League Athletics Competition.  The students qualified for the Plate Final 
thanks to the students demonstrating excellence in their individual and team events.  

 
The Plate Final took place at Jarman Park in Hemel Hempstead, with the team  
competing against many private schools and they achieved 4th place!   
 
Max, Kai and William won their individual track events and the 4x100m relay team 
consisting of William, Kai, Louis and Pascal won their respective race. 
 
A very well done to all involved. 
 

 

Mr Eddleston and Mrs Massey 
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Learning outside the classroom in Geography 

 

This term Year 7 have been exploring Bishop’s Stortford 
both inside and outside of the classroom.  
 
This week some of the pupils gained their first experience 
of collecting primary data by investigating the landuse,  
environmental quality and accessibility. They gathered lots 
of data ready to analyse back in the classroom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 have been deciding the best location for a picnic bench by  
examining the different microclimates across the school site. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Year 9 have been investigating plastic pollution and the impact of our 
activity on the school environment. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fieldwork is such a great way to see how our learning in lessons 
links to the real world! 
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London U17 Gaelic Football 

 
Congratulations to brothers Christopher M (Y12) and John M (Y11) who 
were selected to play for London U17 Gaelic Football Team in last 
weekend’s international competition.  
 
The boys were successful in their tournament beating New York and a  
regional team.  
 
We are very proud of both boy’s being represented to play at such elite level 
and representing the London team.  

Student Lost Property ~ Visit the Student Hub! 

 

We have various items of student property in our  
Lost Property Department. 

 
We have jewellery, keys, water bottles, lunch boxes, uniform 

and the PE Department has items of sports kit.  
 
 

Please encourage your child to visit the Student Hub  
during break or lunch time to reclaim anything  

which they may have lost 
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KS3 Fun Summer Challenges  

There’s lots going on this summer for our younger students,  
to keep them entertained, busy and challenged! 

As a school we have our own Summer Reading Challenge, Sumdog Maths  
Challenge and Languages Immersion Activities; but out of school, there are 

so many other opportunities for students to take advantage of, and so I have put all of 
this together in a final Summer St Mary’s Award, just for Years 7 to 9 (and current 
Year 6 students if they would like to take part in those activities relevant to them). 
Please see below for free activities that may be of interest.  
 

 
HAPpy Camps 
 
 The summer holiday camps funded by Hertfordshire County Council are proving 
popular so far. And although 80 per cent of sessions are now booked - there are 
still around 8,000 HAPpy activities available to book. Many have places available 
in the later weeks of the summer holiday.  

 
There are more than 180 camps funded by Hertfordshire County Council, coordinated by Herts Sports 
Partnership and the Hertfordshire Community Foundation, and run by over 80 different providers. 
HAPpy Camps, which deliver healthy food and fun activities during the school holidays, are free for 
children who are eligible for benefits related free school meals. There are more than 42,000 sessions 
running across Hertfordshire between July 25 and August 31.  
 

 
London  

 Watch the pelicans being fed at St James’ Park, daily at 2.30pm  

 Visit the Science Museum, Natural History Museum and Victoria & Albert Museum,   

    then walk up past the Royal Albert Hall to Hyde Park  

 Join free art and modelling workshops at the Tate Modern  

 Visit less well known museums: Try the underground postal  

    museum, ragged school museum or design museum for something  
    a bit different!  
 
 

Lark in the Park 
 
 A series of free and fun events will take place at parks across Broxbourne throughout the summer. 
Every weekday until Friday, September 2 – excluding Bank Holiday Monday – children will help 
choose and design the activities, with options including water fights, nerf wars and laser tag. There will 
also be football, rounders, dodgeball, basketball, tennis, archery etc. It will run from 2pm to 4pm every 
weekday in Grundy Park on Monday, Cedars Park on Tuesday, Cheshunt Park on Wednesday, 
Barclay Park on Thursday and Fishers Close Park on Friday.  
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KS3 Fun Summer Challenges  

 
 
 
 

 

Students have had assemblies this week to tell them all about the Summer  
St Mary’s Award, but please watch out for separate emails detailing the Sumdog,  
Languages and Reading schemes, which can be submitted separately as well as  

within the St Mary’s Award.   
 

 
 
My powerpoint will be available on the 
school website for future reference and 
the St Mary’s Award form to be  
completed and handed/emailed to 
me during the first week of school in 
September (see next page).   
 
There are lots of housepoints, pencils 
and badges to be won, as well as an  
enriching time to be had. 
 
I wish all of you and your families a 
very happy summer holiday when it  
finally arrives!   
 
 
Mrs Wilkin  
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KS3 Fun Summer Challenges  

 



 

 

 

 

 
This year we are challenging all students to read two books 
over the summer break, for a chance to win five house 
points in September. The reading challenge was launched in 
assemblies this week and details are available from English 
teachers, AR teachers and the librarian. 
 
Students read two books of their choice, they write a short  
review of each, and (for Year 7 and Year 8) do the book quiz on 
Accelerated Reader in September.  
 
For KS3 students we have prepared a list of recommended titles, 

with the books listed according to their AR colours, but children do not have to choose from these 
suggestions. The important thing is for them to keep reading over the summer holiday, not just to 
maintain skill levels, but for their mental health and wellbeing. 
 
Any books borrowed now from the library are due for return on 5th September, so please 
encourage your children to choose two books they will love to read over the break. 
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St Mary’s Summer Reading Challenge 



 

 

 

 
 #DedicatedtoExcellence 

LOVE-RESPECT-FLOURISH 

Top Tips for Encouraging Reluctant Readers... 

 

Reading for pleasure is possibly the single 
most important activity your child can do 
to improve achievement in school.  
Research has shown that reading helps  

cognitive development; a recent IoE study revealed 
that students who read at home do ‘significantly  
better’ across the curriculum – including 9.9% better 
in maths – than students who don’t read. Linked to 
this is the fact that reading is the best way to improve 
vocabulary, essential for success in every subject. 

Reading also has social and emotional benefits. It  
increases self-esteem and studies show that students 
who read are more empathetic. Growing up is tough: 
reading can help young people explore complex  
problems from the safe fictional world of a book.  

The problem, of course, is convincing young people of 
the importance and joy of reading. I understand how 
difficult this can be in a world of electronic distractions.  

Here are some tactics to try with students at 
home: 

~ Find books with a connection to something they love. If they 
are football fans, look for footie fiction for teens – try Booked 
by Kwame Alexander; Football School Star Players by Bellos; 
or Dan Freedman or Tom Palmer’s books. If they like military/
action/war, then try the Dog Tag series by CA London or Andy 
McNab’s teen books. If they like to watch Youtubers, try  
Zoella’s book club. And if they are into gaming, try fast-paced 
chapter books or ‘choose your own adventure’ stories.  
(Tip: try teen/YA author Alex Scarrow’s books – he was a  
professional video-game developer before he turned to writing; 
or Jeff Norton’s MetaWars series, billed as ‘a video game you 
can read’). 

Have a look on our website for our ‘KS3 Reading  
Recommendations’ list: http://www.stmarys.net/assets/
Uploads/Files/Curriculum/Recommended-Reads-KS3.pdf 

~ Any type of reading is helpful, so try graphic novels. Graphic 

novel versions of The Recruit by Muchamore, Silverfin by  
Higson and Stormbreaker by Horowitz are popular. Likewise, it 
is absolutely fine to read Wimpy Kid books if this is what 
sparks the interest of your reluctant reader. 

~ Try Barrington Stoke books: these are produced with tinted 

pages, special fonts and spacing, thicker paper and editing to 
reduce comprehension barriers and/or issues resulting from 
dyslexia: https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/ 

~ If your child is ready, you might select a ‘grittier’ book, then 
verbally hum-and-haw about whether or not they are old 
enough to read the book. Tell them maybe they should wait six 
months as ‘there is some language and some blood’. Pretty 
soon they will be begging you for the book, and you can  
eventually give in, saying ‘since you are now in Year …, I 
guess it is okay’. Charlie Higson’s Enemy series is a gritty 
series written for teens, as is Zom-B by Darren Shan. 

~ Visit the library with your child when you go into town. Ask 
your child to meet you in the library and then take your time 
selecting a book to read yourself.  

 

~ Try a ‘phone free’ hour every day. 

~ Be enthusiastic about what they are reading: Ask them to 

describe a character or to read aloud an exciting bit. You might 
read a teen/YA book yourself; the plot-driven nature of many of 
these books means they are relatively easy reads – perfect 
after a day at work.  

~ Let your children see you reading for pleasure, and talk 

about what you read and how you choose books. 

~ If you have younger children, ask your older (reluctant  
reader) child to read aloud to the younger child. This is a big 
confidence booster and it helps with sibling bonding. Michael 
Morpurgo is a particularly good shared read, as his books 
have something for everyone; I highly recommend Kensuke’s 
Kingdom for sibling read-alouds. If there are no younger  
siblinings, reading to a pet for 10 minutes a day can work 
well!? 

~ Continue to read aloud to your children (even if they are 
fluent readers). It can be an opportunity to encourage children 
to read things that they wouldn’t normally read. 

~ Offer incentives: for example, a summer reading rewards 
programme - if they read a certain number of books or pages, 
they could get taken on a special trip to a theme park. This 
works well for summer or times when a ‘breakthrough’ is  
required but try not to always rely on it as it can lead to  
children only reading for rewards and not pleasure.  

~ Another idea is to find the book version of a movie:  
Stormbreaker, Eragon, Harry Potter, The Book Thief, I am 
Number Four, The Princess Diaries, The Chronicles of Narnia, 
Percy Jackson, The Hunger Games, Divergent, Maze Runner, 
Fault in Our Stars, Twilight and Inkheart and Wonder are all 
films based on children/YA books. Both of you can read the 
book, go to the movie together -- then discuss the differences. 

~ Have them pick up a device – an e-reader! Then check with 
your local library about borrowing e-books or try the Kindle 
daily deal. 

~ Try audio books: libraries have free, downloadable audio 
books plus Audible has a wide range of teen books. Many 
teens like the idea of being able to do something active while 
listening to a book. By listening to an audio book, your teen will 
pick up new vocabulary, hear complex sentence structures 
and engage with stories. 

~ Listening to audio books as a family is another good idea. 
Sharing a story together is a fabulous way to bond or while 
away hours spent travelling in the car to staycations? 

~ Visit a bookstore and allow your child to select a book of 
their choice. The visually appealing marketing and layout of 
best-selling books can attract even reluctant readers. 

~ Try biographies/autobiographies that interest your child, for 
example, Maddie Diaries by Ziegler & The Greatest 
(Muhammed Ali) by Walter Dean Myers. 

~ Non-fiction books linked to a child’s interests 

are a great way to spark a desire to read. 

Gentle encouragement works best.  

http://www.stmarys.net/assets/Uploads/Files/Curriculum/Recommended-Reads-KS3.pdf
http://www.stmarys.net/assets/Uploads/Files/Curriculum/Recommended-Reads-KS3.pdf
https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/
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School Transport ~ Barkers Bus Service 
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We are hiring! 

 

 

Click Here For Latest Vacancy Information 

https://www.stmarys.net/vacancies 

School Transport ~ Barkers Bus Service 

 

 

SCHOOL 
TRANSPORT 

 
 

Do you live in Harlow? 

 
If you live in Harlow and are interested in a bus service please 

email:  ticketing@barkerbus.co.uk to express your interest.  
 

If Barker Bus are able to get viable numbers they are  
willing to provide a service covering Harlow.  

 
Barker Bus school travel 

Drop off and Pick up in the school 
Only available to students 

Discounted Fees 
Flexible Payment Options  

https://www.stmarys.net/vacancies
mailto:ticketing@barkerbus.co.uk
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