
 

 

 

 

 

www.stmarys.net       info@stmarys.net       @StMarysRCDOW 

Issue 2  -  16th September 2022 

LOVE-RESPECT-FLOURISH 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Monday 19th September 2022 

Public Holiday—School Closed 
HM The Queen’s State Funeral 

 
Wednesday 21st September 2022 

Students Finish 1pm 
 

Wednesday 21st September 2022 
4.30-8.30pm School Open Evening 

 
Thursday 22nd September 2022 

INSET Day—School Closed to Students 
 

Tuesday 27th September 20220 
InterHouse Rugby and Hockey 

 
Thursday 29th September 2022 

Careers Carousel 
Scholastic Book Fair Starts 

St. Mary’s Catholic School Newsletter  

Perhaps you are planning to travel to Westminster Hall 
to join the thousands of people paying their respects at 
The Queen’s Lying in State? If so, I hope it goes 
smoothly and the wait time is manageable. However, I 
did urge the students to find some time to watch The 

Queen’s funeral cere-
mony, which will be 
televised on Monday. 
It is a rare event in 
anyone’s lifetime and 
something that they 
will remember for 
years to come. 

This week our students have come together for different assemblies, but both can be linked. Firstly, we 
held the Head Pupils hustings. From a huge field of applications, 11 students were shortlisted and invit-
ed to address their peers. Each had two minutes to introduce themselves and explain what they would 
bring to the role of Head Pupil. The standard of presentations was excellent - all spoke with confidence 
and passion, and it was lovely to hear how proud they were to be members of the  

St Mary’s community. These 
Year 13 students showed a com-
mitment to taking a leading role 
in our school and being of ser-
vice. The second assembly of the 
week offered me the opportunity 
to reflect on a life dedicated to 
serving our country - that of 
Queen Elizabeth II. Last Friday, 
the day following the death of 
The Queen, we prayed and held 
a period of silence to commemo-
rate this significant event. This 
week in assemblies I led a reflec-
tion on Her life and the reaction 
of our nation to Her death. Of 

greatest interest to me was The Queen’s commitment to Her faith. In 2008 She is quoted as saying,  

“I hope that, like me, you will be comforted by the example of Jesus of Nazareth who, often in 
circumstances of great adversity, managed to live an outgoing, unselfish and sacrificial life…He 

makes it clear that genuine human happiness and satisfaction lie more in giving than  
receiving; more in serving than in being served.” 

Here is a wonderful message for our  students, as they reflect on their contribution to the St Mary’s 
community and beyond.  

“Happiness and satisfaction lie more in serving than being served”  
HM Queen Elizabeth II  

Mr Neves, Executive Headteacher 

Mr Neves with the Head Girl and Boy candidates at the Hustings this week 

https://www.stfrancistrust.net/
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Introducing Our Sixth Form Mentoring Team 

 

Student Mentoring—Leaders in our School 

 
These fantastic students have put themselves forward to 
be the first group of Key Stage 5 mentors.  
 
They exemplify our core values of being a catholic  
community dedicated to excellence for all.  
 
By considering their own experiences and showing  
compassion for others, they demonstrate the love we 
aim to instil in our school.  

Through establishing targets and goals with KS3 students, they emphasise the importance of  
respect, for ourselves and for others. In working together, both KS3 and KS5 flourishes - our bond 
as a school becomes stronger.  
 
We are thrilled to be passing wisdom between upper and lower school. I really believe that  
learning together is one of the most important factors of life. Students get to have a direct impact 
on the world around them while displaying fantastic leadership skills.   

Timings for School Day, Wednesday 21 September 

A reminder that all pupils finish at 1pm on Wednesday 21 September. 

There will be no school lunch available for pupils. 
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Head Pupil Candidates  

Our Head Pupil hustings have been taking place in  
assemblies this week. 

The 11 students shortlisted each presented a  
two-minute speech about what they have to offer. 

An electronic voting system will be in place to 
choose who will lead the students for 2022/23. 
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Head Pupil Candidates  
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Curriculum Update—English Department Y7-11 
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Extra Curricular Clubs 

Welcome to this half term's extra-curricular clubs. 

Come along and join in a club - they all start from Tuesday 20
th

 September 2022 

For a full list of new and exciting clubs please see the school's website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Extra-Curricular Clubs  
(September to October 2022) 
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All Britain Gaelic Football Championships  

Three of our St Mary's students competed in and performed very well at the 
All Britain Gaelic Football Championships last weekend. 

   
All boys represented their team St 

Kieran's at the competition in London. 
 

All boy's made it to at least the semi-
final of their respective competitions. 

 

The team that Michael (Year 9) rep-
resents, won their U13 competition! 

 
 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all involved! 
 
Mr Eddleston 

Student Health Care Plan ~ Is it Up To Date? 

It is essential that any student identified as having a 
health care need has an up to date and accurate health 
care plan in place. 

 

Individual Health Care Plans must be updated and  
returned to school before Tuesday 27

th
 September  for 

any student that has a medical need.  
 
Please return this to Mrs L Woskett in the Student Hub.  
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Students Digital Planner  ~  A Guide for Parents 
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 The Students Digital Planner should be used for sending messages to the 
school office or to a teacher.   

A parent chooses the correct message category on the messaging page.   
Students who have any appointments (medical or otherwise) need to be made via this app by 
their parents.  Choose the ‘Permission Slip’ option if you need to collect your child during 
school time.  For all other forms of communication with the school, choose the ‘Other  
Communication’ option. 
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The Big Summit ~ 21 October 

On Friday 21st October 2022, the Catholic Parish of Bishop's Stortford is going to the "Big  
Summit" - a diocesan-wide event for young people of secondary age at Westminster Cathedral. 
The event starts at 6pm until 8.30pm. It will be an evening of prayer, adoration, music and speakers. 
This year, the main speaker is the brilliant Max Ford, and One Hope Project will be providing top-notch 
music to aid us in our prayer time. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will also be available throughout 
the evening.  
 
This event is for any of you who may be seeking to reignite their faith or spend time sharing in an  
experience of God's presence with other young Catholics. As the name "Summit" suggests - this  
promises to be a high point experience, showing you another aspect to our Catholic faith, that we may 
not see in our local settings.  
 
We plan to travel together to London for the evening, leaving St Joseph's church at 4.15pm. The event 
is free, but we will ask for a contribution towards transport - costs TBC (though any financial difficulties 
should not prevent you from attending). For any queries or to confirm you'd like to come, please email 
bstortfordcatechist@rcdow.org.uk or call the office on 01279 654 063 

mailto:bstortfordcatechist@rcdow.org.uk
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We are hiring! 

 
 

CLICK HERE  
FOR LATEST VACANCY INFORMATION 

Confirmations 2023 

Catholic Parish of Bishop’s Stortford 

St Joseph and the English Martyrs 

 

1. Confirmations 2023 - A note for anyone in Year 10 and above this academic year - applications 
for preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation are now open and forms can be collected after 
any of our weekend Masses (St Joseph's - 6pm Sat, 9am, 11am and 6pm Sunday, Much Hadham - 
11.30am Sunday, Sawbridgeworth - 9am Sunday) 

2. Forms should be collected and signed for in person, in the sacristy, after Mass. Please don't 
come and collect a form for a friend - they should come and collect their own. 

 

The closing date for applications is 26th September 2022. Completed forms can be delivered 
to 3 Windhill, CM23 2ND (Clearly labelled "Confirmation 2023"). Please direct any specific queries 
to bstortfordcatechist@rcow.org.uk or call the office on 01279 654 063 

 

Please note: Any student at St Mary's who wishes to be confirmed this year, but is not a parishioner 
at the parish of Bishop's Stortford, should make arrangements to contact their local parish, who will 
most likely have their own Confirmation programme planned for the coming year.  

 

http://www.stmarys.net/about-us/vacancies/
http://www.stmarys.net/about-us/vacancies/
mailto:bstortfordcatechist@rcow.org.uk

