DATES FOR THE
DIARY

Monday 12" -
Wednesday 14"
January

Year 13 DT Mock
Exam

Wednesday 14"
January 2026
Ski Trip
Information
evening, 6pm

Thursday 15
January 2026

Year 7 Parents’
Evening

Saturday 17*
January 2026

BSET Annual
Future Fair
@Bishop’s

Stortford College
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HEADLINES

St Mary’s Catholic School

Dear St Mary's Catholic School Community,

A Happy New Year to you and your families. May 2026 be filled with every blessing and happiness.

We start our Spring term with a strong emphasis on teaching and learning. Following our INSET day
on 5th January 2026, our focus remains steadfast on securing and maintaining excellence in our
standards, ensuring students have quality first teaching and learning in every lesson, every subject,

every day.

In the school calendar, over the next few weeks, we have our Y7 and Y9 Parents Evenings coming up
shortly, providing valuable opportunities for feedback to parents and student on academic progress
and targets to improve directed by your child’s class teachers. These evenings are crucial in ensuring
every child secures and reaches their target grades. | warmly encourage you to put these dates in
your diary and engage fully with this important process of supporting your child's educational
journey. A reminder please for parents to logon to Go4Schools where you can see live data of your
child’s target grades, assessments and track their curriculum journey and progress data.

This is a live document and is constantly updated as
and when assessments are completed and so enables
you to track your child’s progress in real time.

With the month of January bringing cold and wet
weather, | would like to remind parents about some
practical considerations. Please ensure your child has
a warm winter coat and wears sturdy and sensible
school shoes appropriate for the winter weather.
These simple preparations will help keep our students
comfortable and ready to learn, regardless of the
conditions outside. Please do stay safe and warm in
the wintery weather.

| wish you and your families a restful and relaxing
weekend, we look forward to a productive and
inspiring term ahead.

God Bless,

Deirdre McHugh
Head Teacher
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Head Teacher’s Tea

Just before the Christmas break, we hosted a Head Teacher’s Tea
to celebrate students who have demonstrated excellent
attendance so far this academic year. This special event recognised
the commitment, resilience, and positive attitude demonstrated by
students who make coming to school every day a priority.

Invited students enjoyed a relaxing afternoon treat of hot
chocolate and a selection of cakes, providing a well-deserved
reward for their dedication. The event also offered an opportunity
for students to spend time with the Head Teacher, reflecting on
their achievements and the importance of strong attendance in
supporting learning and success.

We are incredibly proud of these students and the example they set for others. Regular attendance plays a vital role
in academic progress, wellbeing, and building positive routines, and it was wonderful to acknowledge those who
consistently demonstrate this commitment.

Well done to all students who attended the Head Teacher’s Tea — we look forward to celebrating many more
successes throughout the year.

Sporting Achievements

We are delighted to share and celebrate an exceptional sporting achievement by one of our
students, Gbemisola (Y9).

On Saturday 13th December 2025, Gbemisola competed in the 2025 U17 Women’s Indoor
Pentathlon held at Lee Valley. She delivered an outstanding performance, finishing second
overall with an impressive 3,052 points.

According to Power of 10 athletics data, this remarkable result places Gbemisola within the
Top 50 athletes nationally in the U17 category for High Jump, 60m Hurdles and Pentathlon
(overall).

This achievement reflects her dedication and commitment to excellence, and we are
incredibly proud of her success. She is a wonderful example of what can be achieved
through hard work and determination.

Congratulations, Gbemisola — and may God continue to bless and guide you on your
journey.

Inter-House Swimming Competition

The recent Inter House Swimming Competition, held at the
Bishop’s Stortford College swimming pool, was a fantastic
event at which students from Years 7-10 represented their
Houses with enthusiasm and exemplary sportsmanship.

The full programme of races across year groups saw students
demonstrating impressive commitment both in and out of the
water. For many, this was an opportunity to competein a
formal swimming event, and they rose to the challenge
admirably.

Throughout the afternoon, students supported one another
wholeheartedly, cheering on teammates and respecting
competitors from other Houses. The standard of swimming
was high, and several races were decided by the narrowest of
margins.

Congratulations to all the students who represented their Houses. Taking part in an Inter-House competition
requires courage, preparation, and a positive mindset, and every swimmer should be proud of their contribution.

Thank you to the staff and House teams who helped organise the event; the Bishop’s Stortford College pool staff
for their support and facilities; and parents and carers for all your support!



Highest House Points - Autumn Term 2

Throughout the last half term, students worked exceptionally hard to earn house
points through their commitment to learning and positive behaviour, as well as
their contribution to school life. These points reflect the values we aim to
nurture across the school, and we are incredibly proud of the effort shown by so
many students.

To recognise this dedication, students with the highest house point totals in
Years 7 - 10 were entered into a prize draw. The winning students each received a
gift voucher as a small token of our appreciation for their consistent hard work
and positive attitude throughout the term.

Congratulations to the winners of last half term: Olivia N (8J) and Henry (10M).
Thank you to every student who contributed to their house points. We look
forward to seeing this enthusiasm and commitment continue into the next term.

Notices

Medical Leave of Absences Information

A gentle reminder to parents and carers when requesting medical leave authorisation from the school. Please
email appointment evidence to the child’s Head of Year (f.surname@stmarys.net and attendance@stmarys.net).
Allow a minimum of 48 school hours lead time.

Due to the volume of students at St Mary’s we cannot guarantee your child will be able to attend same day
appointments unless there is evidence of urgent care needed.

A minimum of a 48 hour lead time also applies to all Leave of Absences forms that need to be completed and
returned to rjuliff@stmarys.net for Miss McHugh’s review. Leave of absence forms can be found on this page on
our website.

The school requests any medical appointments should be scheduled outside the school day and in school
holidays where possible.

Thank you for your support.
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AtNational Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information te hold an infermed conversation about online safety with their children, should they

teelit is neaded. This guide focuses on one of many apps that we believe trusted adults should be aoware of. Please visit www.nationolonlinesafety

.com for further guides, hints and tips for odults.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

> YOUTUBE » ™
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