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Today, our Year 7 students are on their retreat, and we hope they are experiencing a prayerful and
meaningful time. This opportunity allows them to bond, forge new friendships, and reflect on their
successful transition to secondary school.

I would also like to acknowledge our Year 11 and Year 13 students who have just completed their
Autumn Progress examinations. We wish them every success and blessing, and hope that their diligent
efforts are rewarded.

An important notice for parents: On Monday, 3rd November 2025, we will have a late start to the
school day. This is to facilitate essential staff training following a significant IT infrastructure upgrade
during the half-term break. As part of our commitment to providing a high-quality learning
environment, we are upgrading our school's IT systems. This comprehensive update includes installing
new servers, PCs, and migrating to Windows 11. Our two IT suites will be enhanced to ensure that both
staff and students benefit from faster, more secure, and more efficient technological resources.

To effectively manage this transition and ensure all staff are fully trained on the updated systems, the
school day will begin at 11:00am on Monday, 3rd November. Students should arrive in time for
registration in their form groups, which will run from 11:00am to 11:25am. Lessons will then commence
with Period 3, and the remainder of the day will follow our normal timetable.

Wishing you and your families a very blessed and restful half term break.

God bless,

Miss Deirdre McHugh
Head Teacher

St Mary’s Catholic School

Click here to access
your child’s
academic

achievement and
progress data.  
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Dear St Mary's Community,

What a wonderful start to the half-term we have experienced!

Last night's Presentation Evening was truly a moment of pure joy and celebration. We came together to
acknowledge the exceptional achievements of our students across the 2024-2025 academic year,
particularly highlighting the remarkable success in our Summer Examinations. I am immensely proud
to share that we celebrated 115 Prize Winners, ranging from Year 8 through to our current Year 13.
These achievements are a testament to the hard work, dedication, and potential of our students. It was
a delightful evening that allowed us to recognise and honour their outstanding accomplishments. You
will see a range of photos from the evening on our webpages, Instagram and Facebook in the next few
days.

https://www.go4schools.com/sso/account/login?site=Parent&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.go4schools.com%2Fparents%2Fdefault.aspx
https://www.instagram.com/stmaryscatholicschool_1896/
https://www.facebook.com/p/St-Marys-Catholic-School-61561762102703/?locale=en_GB
https://www.go4schools.com/sso/account/login?site=Parent&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.go4schools.com%2Fparents%2Fdefault.aspx


Deputy Head Boy visits Parliament

 Author visit

we learned about Hermann Göring who was a really close
companion of Adolf Hitler.  I learnt a lot about the trials through

the talk and the dramatized production of the novel (performed by
Mr Bamlett). For example, I learnt that Hermann Göring was an

avid art collector and clung onto wealth, context that most people
wouldn’t have known until reading the novel.  I particularly

enjoyed the drama production of the novel as it made the words of
history come out of the page and onto the stage, giving a visual of

what actually happened during the trials, giving a different
perspective on the trials.

Abbie L

Dr Lynch has written a book about the life of Hermann Göring
and gave us fascinating insights into the Nuremberg Trials. Mr
Bamlett brought history to life by skillfully acting out scenes
from the trials. His performance was incredibly realistic and

made the events easy to understand...I gained a much deeper
understanding of the trials and of Germany during the Nazi
period, especially how art was used during that time. This

experience will definitely help us with our History GCSE studies.
We also explored the disturbing mindset of Hermann Göring,

which was both chilling and engaging.
 

Maisie P

Recently we were delighted to welcome Paul Lynch to St Mary’s.  Mr Lynch’s latest book ‘A Mind Prone to Evil’ delves
into the mind of Hermann Göring, Hitler’s brutal Second-in-Command, as he is about to stand trial at Nuremburg for his

crimes.  Two Year 11 students tell us about the event: 

What started as a normal trip to the shops turned into an unforgettable
experience. While out one afternoon, I recognised my local MP, Lewis
Cocking, and since I study A Level Politics, I decided to go over and introduce
myself. We had a quick chat about my studies, my interest in politics, and
current affairs.

Afterwards, I followed up with an email to thank him for his time, which led
to an invitation to visit his local office. When I went, he showed me around
and we sat down for a conversation that covered politics at every level:
local, national and international. It was fascinating to hear directly from
someone who works in the middle of it all.

A few weeks later, Lewis Cocking MP invited me to Parliament. The tour was
led by David, a former St Mary’s student who now works as his
parliamentary assistant. It was really inspiring to meet someone who had
once been in the same position as me and is now working in Westminster.

Deputy Head Boy, Sam McG, visited the Houses of Parliament on Monday evening and shares with us how the
visit came about:

We explored parts of the Palace of Westminster that you never normally see on TV, from hidden corridors to the
historic chambers. One of the highlights was stepping out onto a viewing platform overlooking the River Thames.
The evening ended in the House of Commons viewing gallery, where we watched MPs debate the proposed
introduction of digital ID legislation.

Overall, it was an amazing experience that gave me a much deeper understanding of how Parliament works and
showed me that politics is something you can get involved in if you take the initiative.



St. Agnes Lyne ‘A’ House Assembly

 Radio Maria

Last week, students from Years 7–12 gathered for our much-
anticipated St. Anne Lyne ‘A’ House Assembly, a celebration of House
spirit, values, and achievements. The assembly was a wonderful
opportunity for students to reflect on the legacy of our House Saint,
St. Anne Lyne, whose courage, faith, and compassion continue to
inspire us today.

During the assembly, students explored how these virtues can be
lived out in our daily school life — through kindness, integrity,
teamwork, and perseverance.  We celebrated the importance of
House Point Virtue Success, recognising students who have gone
above and beyond in both academics and extra-curricular activities.

The Sixth Form Senior House Captains led the assembly and shared details of exciting upcoming Inter-House Events.
In true ‘A’ House spirit, the focus was on the House Motto — “Participation” — reminding us all that the real success
of our House lies in every student giving their best and joining in with enthusiasm.
The assembly concluded on a high note with a lively House Quiz, where students from all year levels showcased their
knowledge, teamwork, and competitive spirit.

Congratulations to all who took part!

The Year 12 Radio Maria Team at St Mary’s is happy to announce that their first
programme ‘Growing in Grace’ will be broadcast on Radio Maria England at
5pm on Friday 31st October, with a repeat broadcast on Sunday 2nd November
at 8pm.

Radio Maria is a Catholic radio station sharing faith, hope and love through
prayer, teaching and music. Broadcasting 24/7, it’s A Christian Voice by Your
Side—connecting listeners across the country and around the world

Tune in on the free Radio Maria Play App, ask your smart speaker to ‘Play Radio
Maria England’), or listen online at www.RadioMariaEngland.uk. 
Radio Maria England can also be found on DAB+ Digital Radio in selected
regions (including London and Cambridge) as well as wherever you normally
get your podcasts.

 Reading Champion!

We are delighted and incredibly proud that Mr Smith, school librarian, is
winner in the School Reading Champion category of The HarperCollins
Reading for Pleasure awards.

Judges commented: “We are extremely impressed with your work around
using football to engage reluctant readers in secondary school. Your
approach is creative and your enthusiasm shines through. Establishing a
hub is inspired, and we admire your determination to offer a range of
formats; reaching out to the Premier League for programmes is both bold
and imaginative. We are impressed by your thinking and by your
recognition that you are ‘marketing’ reading to students”.



Windhill, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM23 2NQ Tel: 01279 654901 Email: info@stmarys.net

LOVE - RESPECT - FLOURISH

Notices

Medical Leave of Absences Information

A gentle reminder to parents & carers when requesting
medical leave authorisation from the school.
Evidence of the appointment should be emailed to the
child’s head of year (f.surname@stmarys.net) and the
Attendance Officer (attendance@stmarys.net). 

Please allow a minimum of 48 school hours lead time.

Due to the volume of students at St Mary’s we cannot
guarantee your child will be able to attend same day
appointments unless there is evidence of urgent care
needed.

A minimum of a 48-hour lead time also applies to all
Leave of Absences forms that should be completed and
returned to r.juliff@stmarys.net for Miss McHugh’s
review.  The  Leave of Absence form can be found here.

The school requests any medical appointments should
be scheduled outside the school day and in school
holidays where possible.

Thank you.

On Thursday 27th November, all Year 11 students
will be taking part in our Mock Interview Day.

These help students learn how to answer difficult
questions, develop interview strategies, improve
their communication skills as well as giving the

students the tools required to remain calm
before an actual interview.

We are seeking volunteers to be our Interviewers
between the times of 9am - 2pm.

NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE NEEDED AND WILL BE
LUNCH PROVIDED!

We would appreciate any parents / carers to
come in on the day and assist in being an

interviewer. If you can support us, please email
Mrs Knight on j.knight@stmarys.net.

https://www.stmarys.net/attendance
mailto:j.knight@stmarys.net



