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St Mary’s Catholic School

DATES FOR THE
DIARY

Friday 28th February 2025

LOVE - RESPECT - FLOURISH

Monday 3rd March
Careers/Science Week begins

Wednesday 5th March
Ash Wednesday Liturgies

Wednesday 5th March
Y7 Maths Challenge Heats

3.30pm - 5.00pm

Thursday 6th March
Y10 Parents Evening

4.30pm - 7.30pm

Thursday 6th March
World Book Day

Tuesday 11th March
Battle of the Bands

Dear Parents

I hope your family has had an enjoyable and successful first week back to
school after the February half term break. We were delighted to see our
annual ski trip return safely following a wonderful week of skiing in Italy.
A tremendous thank you to the staff who led and accompanied this trip
during the half term break, enclosed in this edition are a selection of
photographs of the students enjoying such an exciting opportunity.

This week a group of our Y10 and Y11 students were on residential retreat in Pinner, London led
by the Youth Ministry team from the Diocese led by Ms Creus and Mr Packer, I had the privilege
of joining the group on Tuesday and Wednesday for their evening activities. The group were
exceptional in their prayer experiences and reflection, and gained so much richness during the
three days understanding and exploring their faith journey. As we prepare for the season of
Lent, every student will be exploring their faith as we reflect and pray during together during Si-
Lent and our Lenten Stations of the Cross. I will be sharing more of this with you as parents over
this half term. 

As we are now already halfway through this academic year, please take this opportunity to
reflect on your child’s progress. Go 4 schools is an excellent starting point to access your child’s
up-to-date academic progress. Along with their progress review this will give you a good idea of
where they are at this point in the year as the data is live and shows the grade for their marked
assessment data. 

Along with your child’s engagement in school, homework is key to your child’s progress.
Go4Schools is the go-to site for both you and your child to keep on top, and in advance of,
homework deadlines. Please ensure your child is being supported with their homework. Good
practice is for your child to sit in a central space such as at the dining room/kitchen table so you
can monitor their progress, support and ensure they are using their time wisely. MyMaths is a
weekly set homework for every student from Years 7-11 to recap and support maths learning
and it is vital your child is spending the required amount of time on it each week. Support is
available in school should your child wish to complete their homework in the library daily.
May I wish you and your family a restful and relaxing weekend

God Bless,

Miss D McHugh

https://www.instagram.com/stmaryscatholicschool_1896/
https://www.facebook.com/p/St-Marys-Catholic-School-61561762102703/?locale=en_GB


During my time at Westminster Youth Ministry, we have been
focussing on the objective of ‘Calm My Storms’. The idea of the
objective is to recognise where God helps us to overcome the
challenges we face and how they give us strength. I have
enjoyed being able to reflect on my journey as a Catholic, as
well as my journey since the start of the year. 

The retreat has given me a chance to focus on myself and how I
can overcome my next challenges with God closer to my heart. I
feel more at peace with the thought of GCSEs and the other
hurdles that I have faced outside of school. I am very grateful
for the opportunity to visit Westminster Youth Ministry.

Ciara M Y11

During my three-day spiritual experience at the SPEC retreat, the first day
was all about learning to get closer to God. We engaged in various activities
that fostered connection and reflection, and the food was absolutely
amazing, which added to the overall positive atmosphere. 

On the second day, we delved into the topic of the Holy Spirit and explored
how life, despite its challenges, can be uplifting and filled with hope.
Overall, it was a very enriching experience that truly helped me deepen my
relationship with God and understand the spiritual journey better.
 
Sheyon H Y11

Years 10 & 11 Retreat 



Participating in the recent Catenian Public Speaking Competition was an amazing experience that pushed me
beyond my comfort zone and gave me the opportunity to engage with a group of young speakers in my year. My
speech was called. ‘Passion vs. Money’, which was about following your passion versus having a job that gives
you financial stability. It’s a topic that I feel resonates deeply with people my age (sixth formers), as we are all
starting to make choices that shape our future. 
 
 The best part of the competition was having the privilege of listening to others share their perspectives, and it
was an eye-opening experience to see how passionate everyone was about their topics. Some spoke about the
pressures of high expectations, others tackled the struggles of being a woman or a man in today’s world and two
spoke about the history of the British Empire, one being the positive side to it and the other on how many
countries has struggled because the Empire. There were aspiring lawyers, athletes, businesspeople and doctors
in that room, all with unique insights which made me think in ways I haven’t before, making we more self-aware
of the world around us 
 
 This experience has shown me that people my age are incredibly ambitious, thoughtful, and determined to
carve their own paths. Reflecting on my own speech, I realised that passion truly does fuel innovation, creativity,
and resilience. To me, the competition wasn’t about winning, it was about exchanging ideas, learning from one
another, and gaining a deeper appreciation for the motivations that drive us. I left feeling inspired, more aware,
and excited for the future ahead 

Jessica

Congratulations to Sixth Form students Patricia and Jessica, who
represented St Mary’s at the Catenian Public Speaking Competition
before half term. Supported by a group of Year 12 students, the girls
were a tremendous credit to the school and we are delighted that
Patricia placed second with her speech about exploitation and
enslavement through the British Empire.  Both girls have written
about the experience for Headlines:

On Wednesday, 12th February, I had the incredible opportunity to represent St Mary’s Catholic School in the
Catenian Sixth Form Speaking Competition, hosted at St Edmund’s College. This was my first time competing in
an event like this, and public speaking has always been a challenge for me. However, I was determined to step
out of my comfort zone and give it my best.

My speech, The Sun Never Truly Set on the British Empire, was a topic I felt passionate about, and I wanted to
engage my audience in a meaningful discussion. I aimed not only to educate but also to entertain, and it was
rewarding to see people laugh while also gaining new perspectives. Competing against so many talented
speakers was intimidating, but I embraced the challenge. When my turn came, nerves threatened to take over,
but I took a deep breath and delivered my speech with confidence.

To my amazement, I placed second in the competition! More than just a contest, it was a fantastic experience
shared with a great group of friends who came along to support us. The event was filled with laughter,
friendship, and valuable lessons in communication. This opportunity has not only boosted my confidence but will
also help me in the future, as strong public speaking skills are essential in many aspects of life. It was truly an
unforgettable experience, and I look forward to taking on more challenges like this in the future.

Patricia 

Catenian Public Speaking Competition 



Seeing as this was almost everyone’s first time skiing, it came naturally to most of us- everyone enjoyed our days on the
slopes, even if that did involve waking up early during the half term. Our instructors pushed us to attempt hard slopes,
which, although challenging for some, no one ever complained about. 

We all enjoyed spending time together outside of school time- especially spending mornings and evenings together as well
as eating meals. It gave us a great opportunity to become closer with people who maybe we wouldn't normally
speak with in school.

Our trip to Civetta was jam-packed full of activities. Every night, after a long day of skiing, there would be a surprise waiting
for us back at our hotel, whether that was a karaoke night or even a disco. On Thursday, we had an amazing opportunity to
go night-skiing, which gave us a whole new perspective of the mountains in the darkness and the slopes lit up by floodlights. 

This trip was a lovely experience to take our minds off of our upcoming exams, and gave us time to relax and spend time
with our friends whilst also learning new skills.  
 
Rosie M

The ski trip was likely one of the best experiences of my life. Here is a general synopsis of the trip to help you gauge the
amount of enjoyment and understanding I gained.

Day 1 – Mostly travel, with it allowing us to all begin to build excitement about the trip to come and bond.
Day 2 – Most of us began on level footing with the easy slope. This allowed us to get a hang of the basics as well as
prepping us for the considerable shock to come!
Day 3 – Some of the group, including myself, moved on to our first real hurdle: the blue slope. This day really began to
push ourselves out of our comfort zones and led to massive amounts of progress. The evening entailed a disco night,
which led to some interesting dancing to say the least.
Day 4 – From this day forward, I was placed with the group of advanced individuals, which made each fall even more
embarrassing! However, this day is when I really began to make sense of skiing, putting the skills I had learnt into action
and challenging the terrifying red slopes. In the evening, the karaoke as entertainment ended up being quite a shocking
display for some, both good and…not so, but nonetheless, it was exceptionally entertaining.
Day 5 – This day. This was the big one. I took on the most daunting challenge: the black slope. And I did it flawlessly! That
feeling of conquering what even just 4 days ago would have sent me to the hospital was indescribable.
Day 6 – A final day of consolidation.
Day 7 – A day of relaxed return. By this point, we had all earned the rest.

 
If you are offered the opportunity to attend this trip, I could not praise it more. It was simply incredible, and I will remember
it forever!

Ryan K

Year 11 Ski trip 



:

Staff dress-up
Guess the theme for each

department.  Prizes for the
best dressed department and

teacher!

:

Years 7 - 9 Giveaway  
renew or take out a library book

between 3rd-7th March to enter a
draw to win a choice of signed

book.:

Years 10 - 13
Giveaway 

renew or take out a
library book between

3rd-7th March to
enter a draw to win A
Good Girl’s Guide to

Murder trilogy.

:

Guess the
number of pages 
in the copy of The

Complete Works of
Shakespeare in the

library (without
touching!).  Closest

guess wins.

:

Find Einstein the Penguin!

There will be 30 Einstein’s hidden
around school.  Find all of them
to be entered into a draw to win
a copy of ‘Einstein the Penguin’.

Thank you to all parents and students who supported Number Day activities with such enthusiasm! 

In lessons, students linked maths to Art, History and Architecture, learnt about budgeting and took part in Times Tables and
the Four 4s Challenge. 

At break and lunch, having sold over £500 -worth of Number Day passes, we had plenty of entrants for our various
competitions and I am pleased to be able to report the following winners: 

Guess the Co-ordinates of the Treasure: Lottie H.

Guess the Weight of the cake: this was 907g….someone put 905g but then crossed their name out! So this prize went to Jamie
C who guessed 910g as the next closest- and I gather he took the cake home on his Mum’s birthday! 

The raffle winner was Filip in Year 7, while the Treasure trail prize went to Ethan in Year 8. 

We had some beautiful bakes brought in, and amongst those that really stood out were the most delicate and beautiful
number 7, and Ivy’s very mathematically decorated cake with a squared Battenberg interior. I personally wished I could have
tried the lovely Symmetry cake with caramel counters all round it. The one staff just couldn’t keep their hands off, and turned
out to taste every bit as delicious as it looked, was a traybake in the form of a set of dice. Very delicate white icing studded
with chocolate chips surrounded a set of 12 perfect marble cake cubes. Congratulations to joint winners Alice P, Adaobi, and
Noah S.

The estimation challenge kept everyone guessing! Students had to estimate angles and lines as well as the height and
perimeter of the hall. Our estimation star was Joseph I in Year 8, well done! 
 
 Thank you again to everyone for their support and I hope you had a great morning for an extremely good cause! At the time
of writing the Year 7 sponsor money is still coming in but we are already well in excess of £600. 

NSPCC National Number Day 7th February  



Pupil Achievements

Cross-country success

Isla K (Y8) has been extremely busy lately, competing in two
cross-country events within a week of each other. Firstly, Isla
competed in the Hertfordshire Schools’ Championships, where
she placed fourth and qualified to represent Hertfordshire at the
English Schools’ Finals.

Isla then competed in the final race of the Essex Cross County
League, which is a series of five different races at venues across
Essex.  Points are awarded for each race and the competitor
with most points is declared the winner.  Despite being injured,
Isla completed the race and declared champion after finishing
top of the table.

Year 8 Cake Break

Congratulations to students in Year 8 who
achieved the top AP data recently.  They
celebrated with cake and games.

Headteacher’s Tea

The Headteacher’s Tea is held every half term to
congratulate those students in Years 7 - 10 who
achieve the most positive House Points.   

Very well done to the students who achieved this over
the last half term! 

Y10 – Published Writers!

We are thrilled to announce a fantastic achievement for 10X1/En! A record-breaking 27 students from the class have been
selected to have their work published in Fight or Flight – UK Tales, a collection of mini-sagas celebrating moments of
decision and the consequences of choice. 

Each student crafted a captivating 100-word story, and their work will now be published and preserved forever in the
National Archives of the British Library. This remarkable accomplishment highlights the creativity and talent of our English
students, and we couldn't be prouder of them. Well done to everyone involved! 

Here are some examples:



Clubs run 3.15pm - 4.15pm unless stated otherwise.  New clubs are in yellow. Lunch club in dark colours and after
school clubs  are underneath.

CLUBS TIMETABLE HT4



NOTICES

Windhill, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM23 2NQ Tel: 01279 654901 Email: info@stmarys.net

LOVE - RESPECT - FLOURISH

DSPL3 group provides a range of courses for parents
and carers on topics such as autism, dyslexia and
anxiety, amongst others.  Further details and how to
book can be found here.

These relaxed and supportive
meetings are designed to offer
valuable information and networking
opportunities. Further information
can be found by clicking here.

Temporary Medication 

If a student needs temporary medication (ie antibiotics),  it
must be stored at the Student Hub. 

Please complete the ‘Administering Medication’ form and
send it with the medication. Please indicate if the medication

should be stored in the fridge.

The form can be found on our website at
https://www.stmarys.net/medicalneeds

MESSAGE FROM 
THE STUDENT HUB

Developing Special Provision
Locally (DSPL) 3 Group

DSPL3 holds coffee mornings for the parents and carers of
children with SEND. 

The next meeting will be held at 10am on
Wednesday 19th March at Windhill21 School. 

https://www.dspl3.org.uk/page/?title=Training+%26amp%3B+Courses&pid=60
https://www.dspl3.org.uk/page/?title=Parent%2Fcarer+Coffee+Mornings&pid=42
https://www.stmarys.net/medicalneeds

