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Acting Heads of School Update 
Mr Johnston & Miss McHugh 

www.stfrancistrust.net 

“Lest We Forget…” 

  St Mary’s Catholic School Piano Recital 

16
th 

November 2021 7pm  

Main School Hall 

Tickets are now available to purchase for this event, via this link: 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/piano-recital-tickets-196438120707 
This promises to be a wonderful showcase of our many pianists we have 

here at St Mary’s, with a wide range of performances from Haydn to 
Einaudi and many more in between.  

     Miss J Matthews, Head of Music  

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

 

16th November 

Piano Recital 

18th November 

Y11 & Y13  
Mock Interviews 

They shall not grow old, as we that 
are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, not the 
years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in 
the morning 

We will remember them. 

We held a two minutes silence on 
Thursday as a whole school  communi-
ty. Approximately 1200 people stood 
together outside to contemplate the 
sacrifices made; sounds such as the 
cawing of the crows and the wind in 
the trees, usually inaudible, added to 
the atmosphere and poignant sense of 
occasion.  

Miss McHugh also led assemblies this 
week on the theme of Remembrance, 
including a history of conflicts and re-
flection that, even today, we are pro-
tected by brave men and women serv-
ing in our armed services across the 
globe, often in hostile environments.         

We also returned to Mass at St. Joseph 
and the English Martyrs on Wednesday! 
This was the first time the church doors 
have been opened for such an occasion 
since the start of the Covid-pandemic so 
this marks areal milestone. Thank you 
to Fr. Peter for making this possible and 
to Fr. Antonio for leading the service. 

Students in  Year 11 attended the Sixth 
Form Open Evening on Thursday even-
ing as they look ahead to the culmina-
tion of their 7–year St, Mary’s journey. 
Our Sixth Form really is the ’jewel in the 
crown’ of the St. Mary’s experience 
where students are able to shine sup-
ported by their peers, teachers who 
know them well and a host of others, 
including Mr Butler our new Head of 
Sixth Form. We were delighted by the 
number of students from other schools 
who came to see what we have to offer. 

Huge thanks to Summer (who is cur-
rently applying to study medicine at 
university) and Joe S, who is applying 
to Cambridge University) for speaking 
so eloquently and giving the Year 11 
and their parents their perspective. For 
more information, please see: 
www.stmarys.net/sixth-form 

We’re really pleased to have been 
recognised for our work with the Accel-
erated Reader Scheme (KS3) this 
week with students completing over 
2000 ‘Star Reader’ test, which is one 
of the highest figures in Herts. Reading  
is a key contributor to academic pro-
gress and the AR scheme accelerates 
this process, so we’re pleased to be 
celebrating this success.  

Have a great weekend.  

Tom Johnston 

https://www.stfrancistrust.net/
http://www.stfrancistrust.net
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/piano-recital-tickets-196438120707
http://www.stmarys.net/sixth-form/
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District Rugby 

English Department 

Well done to the year 7, 8 and 9 
rugby teams this week, who repre-
sented the school in the district rug-
by competition. 
 
The boys played brilliantly, and did 
the school proud.  

Mr S Wright 
Head of PE 

Well done to Josephina JA (Year 8) 
whose poem ‘Empowered’ is being 
included in a book of poems by 
young people from around the coun-
try as part of a national Young Writ-
ers project. 

 

Miss R Rose 

English—Second in Department 

National Young Writers  

Project 
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MORE HOMEWORK SUPPORT 

From next week, students have an extra opportunity for 
homework support on top of the options already in place! 
 
F1, the 6th Form Study area, will be supervised each day until 
4.30pm. On Thursdays, Year 11 are especially invited to work with 

Year 13 student leaders who are offering subject-specific support. 
 
Mr Walker will be working with invited students on their English, but others are welcome too. If your 
child has been absent from school, this might be a good catch-up opportunity for just a few days. If 
you know they find it hard to motivate themselves, or perhaps your Wifi is not great, or you don’t get 
home from work until late, this might be just the support your child needs on a regular basis. 
 
A small number of students are already invited to  homework clubs supervised by LSAs, but these 
don’t  cover the full week. If your child attends these, they are welcome to go to F1 on the other days. 
 
Additionally the Library is open from 8.15am until 4.00pm every day, plus on 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings we have Breakfast Club in the canteen where 
students can be supported by cover supervisors, LSAs and 6th form helpers to ensure a 
positive start to the day and an opportunity for revision or homework catch-up- or per-
haps to complete and Accelerated Reader test, or just enjoy a library book! There is a 
delicious array of breakfast options, mostly priced at just  50p or 60p, but there is no 
requirement to be buying food in order to attend Breakfast Club. Students in receipt of 
Free School Meals can have financial support with the cost of breakfast. Please con-
tact Mrs Wilkin if you would like your child to have this but have not yet received a letter. 

HOMEWORK OVERVIEW 

Thank you for your 
continued support 
with the changes to 
how homework is 
being set since 1st 
November.  
The diagram is a 
simple summary that 
clarifies student, par-
ent and teacher ex-
pectations.  
 
If your child is having 
any problems with 
downloading the Stu-
dent SIMs App they 
can see Mr McMillan 
in classroom T21 
every morning 8.30-
9.00am, where he 
will be able to assist 
them with their is-
sues.  

If parents require support, please email info@stmarys.net with a brief outline of the issue.  
Mrs C McGrath, Assistant Headteacher 

mailto:info@stmarys.net
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Chaplaincy News: 

You may have heard of the synodal pathway that we, as a church, are being encouraged to engage 
with over the next few months. "Synod" simply means "journeying together" and the Pope has asked 
that every parish participate in a period of sharing and listening about how we want to move forward as 
a church, especially following on from the past difficult 18 months of the pandemic. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for the families and parents within the St Mary's school community to 
be involved. The idea of the synod is to engage not only parishioners and those actively practising 
their faith, but to hear from those who do not attend church regularly or even those of no faith at all. We 
know that the families within St Mary's are made up of a diverse group of people and we look forward 
to giving everyone the opportunity to have their voice heard! Our local parish here in Bishop’s Stortford 
is doing everything it can to allow this to happen in a way that is convenient to you - but it falls to you to 
take up, and participate in, this opportunity! There are many ways to get involved that will suit every-
one: 

The parish here in Bishop's Stortford will be hosting some listening meetings for two weeks in Novem-
ber, starting on Monday 15th November (taking place at various times of day and evening), as well as 
their being opportunities to take part in an online zoom meeting to do the same thing. A questionnaire 
is also available for those who don't feel able to come in person. Parents and young people are all in-
vited to fill out the questionnaire. 

It would be fantastic if at least one person in each family could actively engage in some way with this 
initiative. All the information you need is available using the following link: 

https://rcstortford.org.uk/2021/11/05/synod-2023-the-time-has-come-to-participate/ 

Miss McHugh, Acting Head of School  

SYNOD 2023:  
THE TIME HAS COME TO 

PARTICIPATE! 

https://rcstortford.org.uk/2021/11/05/synod-2023-the-time-has-come-to-participate/
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JUST TALK WEEK 

Next week is Just Talk week and we will be leading 
sessions during form time and assembly in line with 
this campaign. The Hertfordshire campaign aims to 
make it easier for all of us to talk about our mental 
health and seek help when it’s needed.  At the mo-
ment 70% of Herts boys and 72% of Herts girls think 
it’s OK to talk about their mental health.   

Hertfordshire want to make it 100%. More information 
is available for parents and carers can be found on the 
Just Talk campaign here 

Mrs Tatman, Assistant Headteacher 

http://www.justtalkherts.org/just-talk-herts.aspx


Competition for Y7 AR groups 

 

 #DedicatedtoExcellence 

HEADLINES 12TH NOVEMBER 2021 

St Mary’s Tops STAR reading stats! 

‘The Week Junior’ Competition 

 

AR students in Year 7 could try to 
win this book. 

For a chance to win a copy, just 
send your name and address to 
competitions@theweekjunior.co.uk 
and put CHIME in the subject line.  
Closing date is Friday 19 Novem-
ber.  

NB You don't have to be a sub-
scriber to the magazine to enter. 

Good Luck! 

 

Mrs L Frino,  
Librarian 

St Mary’s Tops STAR reading stats! 
 
St Marys Catholic School has been identified as a top Star Assess-
ments user school in Hertfordshire. Over the last twelve months, the 
school has carried out over 2,100 individual Star Reading assess-
ments. 
 
Key Stage 3 students do their Star Reading tests four times a year, 
so that English teachers can track progress and give help and sup-
port whenever this is needed.  

 
Over the past year during lockdowns, current Year 8, 9 and 
10 students often had to take the tests at home, so they de-
serve extra thanks for approaching the tests with great ma-
turity and concentration. Well done to all the teachers and 
students involved! 
 
 

Mr R Graves,  
Head of English 
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After School Activities List 

AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS CHNAGES/NEW CLUBS IN YELLOW NOV/DEC 21 

MONDAYS       

CLUB VENUE LEADER YEARS 

DRAMA HUME MR BAMLETT 7 TO 9 

DT CATCH UP DT MR HUNT 10 & 11 

ORCHESTRA M1 MS MATTHEWS ALL 

HOCKEY/NETBALL COURTS PE dept 7 TO 10 

MATHS CATCH-UP K1/K5/J1 Mrs Atanassova/Mrs Brewin/Mrs Vermaak 11 

BASKETBALL SPORTSHALL PE dept 7 &8 

HOMEWORK CLUB/English Booster F1 Mr Walker all 

TUESDAYS       

CLUB VENUE LEADER YEARS 

GCSE ART Coursework C7 Miss Nairn 10 & 11 

GCSE Science Revision Hblock Science Dept 11 

Choir M1 Mrs Salter Kay all 

Lego Club K1 Mrs Knight 7 and 8 

Polish Club K5 Mrs Nestorovska Year 7 to 9 

Sports fixtures field/away PE dept all 

BASKETBALL SPORTSHALL PE dept 9 &10 

Invitation only Homework Club B1 and B3 
Mrs Henderson 
Mrs Wilson 8 and 9 

GCSE Maths Catch-up K block Mrs Velani/ Mr Antwi 11 

GCSE RE Revision K Block RE dept 11 

HOMEWORK CLUB/English Booster F1 Mr Walker all 

WEDNESDAY       

CLUB VENUE LEADER YEARS 

CANDLE MAKING CLUB Art dept MRS KNIGHT 7 & 8 

GCSE HISTORY revision E4 HIST DEPT 11 

A LVEL HIST/POLITICS CLINIC E5 MR DOLMAN 13 

GCSE GEOGRAPHY CATCH UP D2 MRS HUGHES 11 

GCSE SCIENCE DROP IN H2 MR NICOL 11 

KS3 DRAMA CLUB HUME MR MCHUGH 7,8 AND 9 

DT CLUB: FORMULA 1/eco-design A BLOCK MR HUNT 9 

Open Homework Club/English Support   Mr Walker all 

GCSE MUSIC CATCH UP M1 MISS MATTHEWS 10 and 11 

THURSDAY       

CLUB VENUE LEADER YEARS 

ENGLISH BOOSTERS B4  Mrs Laurie 8 

Graphic Novel/Manga Club Library Mrs Frino 7 to 9 

National Tutoring programme ( starts 14 Oct) F6 Mrs Knight  10 

Arts and Crafts C2 Mrs Lee 7 to 9 

Invitation only HW Club B1 and B3 Mrs Wilson and Mrs Henderson 8 and 9 

 6th form Homework Club/English Support F1 Mr Walker 
all- but a special focus on 

Y11 

FRIDAY       

CLUB VENUE LEADER YEARS 

Homework Club F1 Mr Walker 11 

National Tutoring programme ( Maths) E1 Mrs Laurie 11 

Library Books and Biscuits Library Mrs Frino All 

Rock and Pop Bands Music Block Miss Matthews All 

VARYING  DATES       

DUKE OF EDINBURGH E5 Mr Dolman Y12 
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Menu in our Aspens Refectory 

Celebration of Former 
Student’s Art Work 

I am really proud to tell you that An-
gelo Re’s shoe drawing has made it 
onto the front cover of the Seawhite 
of Brighton student calendar.  

This includes entries from Camber-
well college of Arts and Edinburgh 
College of Art – both undergradu-
ates and KS4/5.  

We are so proud of his achieve-
ment and glad this piece has some 
of the recognition it deserves as an 
outstanding piece of student art-
work.  

 

Ms H Nairn 
Subject Leader of Art 
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We are hiring! 

For all enquiries, contact:  

Recruitment@stmarys.net 
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Office Administrator (part time, 26.5hrs) 

 St Augustine's Catholic Primary School, Hoddesdon 

 Required as soon as possible 

 Closing date: 12th Nov, 3.30pm 
     Enquiries: admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk 

 
Breakfast Care Playworker (part time & term time only, casual contract) 

 St Augustine's Catholic Primary School, Hoddesdon 

 Closing date: 12th November 
Enquiries: admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk 

 
School Finance Manager (full time) 

 Based in Bishop's Stortford 

 Closing date: 15th November 2021 
Enquiries: recruitment@stmarys.net 
 
Admin Assistant / Receptionist (temporary until April 2022, full time) 

 St Joseph's Catholic Primary School, Hertford 

 Closing date: 17th November 2021 at 12pm 
Enquiries: denisep@stjosephs351.herts.sch.uk  
 
Breakfast Club Assistant (part time & term time only, casual contract) 

 St Joseph's Catholic Primary School, Hertford 

 Closing date: 17th November 2021 at 12pm 
Enquiries: denisep@stjosephs351.herts.sch.uk  
 
Exam Invigilators (casual)  

 St Mary's Catholic School, Bishop's Stortford 

 Closing date: 30th November 2021 
Enquiries: recruitment@stmarys.net 

 

mailto:%20recruitment@stmarys.net
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,school-office-administrator_67789.htm
mailto:admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,breakfast-care-playworker_67904.htm
mailto:admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/school-finance-manager-full-time-salary-pounds-25-000-pounds-35-000-dependent-on-skills-knowledge-and-experience-hertfordshire-1511652?preview=1
mailto:recruitment@stmarys.net
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,admin-assistant-receptionist_68097.htm
javascript:mt('denisep','stjosephs351.herts.sch.uk','Admin%20Assistant%2FReceptionist','')
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,breakfast-club-assistant_68100.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,breakfast-care-playworker_67904.htm
javascript:mt('denisep','stjosephs351.herts.sch.uk','Admin%20Assistant%2FReceptionist','')
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/exam-invigilators-casual-st-mary-s-catholic-school-bishop-s-stortford-herts-pounds-9-95-p-h-hertfordshire-cm23-2nq-1495811
mailto:recruitment@stmarys.net

