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Christmas has come early for our Year
7s this week who have each been giv-
en the gift of a book from Mrs Frino,
our Librarian as part of the ‘Bookbuzz’
scheme. It's also “beginning to look a
lot like Christmas!” across the site with
the trees up in Main Reception and the
Student Hub. We are all looking for-
ward to the Advent Service at St. Jo-
seph’s next Wednesday—please don’t
forget to register your planned attend-
ance using the link on the email sent
out earlier today.

Our Year 11s and Year 13s have mas-
sively impressed staff this week in the
mature, sensible and focussed manner
they have approached their Mock Ex-

“Christmas is Coming & Plan B”

Acting Heads of School Update
Mr Johnston & Miss McHugh

ams, which continue into next week,
too. After such a period of disruption,
we’re proud of their determination to
succeed and grateful to their teach-
ers for supporting them and the
marking of all the exam scripts.
Hopefully, Mock Exam Results Day
in January will be a positive experi-
ence that they can use to build on as
the final run-in to the exam season
begins in earnest.

Plan B
We continue to monitor the develop-
ments in the Covid-control measures
as they are announced. We have
very good systems in place, which
meet all the current requirements.
Next week, we’ll announce plans for
on-site testing in January (which is
likely to include a staggered start on
the 5th January, to allow for testing
of all students as we have been in-
structed to do).
For now, though, we are determined
to stay safe, and enjoy the excite-
ment of Advent.
Have a good weekend with your
families.
Tom Johnston

St Mary’s Catholic School

Invites you to our

ADVENT CAROL SERVICE

At 7pm on Wednesday 15" December 2021
In the Church of St Joseph’s and the English Martyrs,
Windhill, Bishops Stortfard, CM23 2ND

The school car pork is apen for parking.

IMPORTANT: You must register your place at the Carol Service using the link in the email message,

to school EVERY DAY:

Every student must bring the foIIowmg

Please continue to TEST EACH WEDS & SUNDAY
and follow all Covid guidance
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St Francis of Assisi
CATHOLIC ACADEMY TRUST

UPCOMING
EVENTS

13th December
Mock Exams Continue
Y11 & Y13

15th December
Carol Service at
St Josephs, 7pm

17th December
Cultural Capital Day

21st December
Advent Carol Service
Term Ends 1pm for
Students



https://www.stfrancistrust.net/
http://www.stfrancistrust.net
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St Mary’s Catholic School

Invites you to our

ADVENT CAROL SERVICE

At 7pm on Wednesday 15" December 2021

In the Church of St Joseph’s and the English Martyrs,
Windhill, Bishops Stortford, CM23 2ND

The school car park is open for parking.

There will also be a collection taken on behalf of the Cardinal Hume Centre
which we have been supporting as part of our Advent Charity efforts.

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
John1:14
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Enrichment and Fun!

Calling All Parents! N H : : |T

Enrichment and Fun for your Children! . . h"

il

fe
Are you starting to remember how LONG the ' '.:.'-'
Christmas holidays can feel, especially once

Christmas is over?

...................................................... . If your child is e||g|b|e for Free School Meals you
: Houday Act|v|ty Fund : will have received information about free holidays

: : clubs - do take advantage and book soon if you are
: interested.

» Enrichment Activities https://sportinherts.org.uk/hafhappy/enrichment/

» Arts and Crafts : For all families, this weblink, which looks as

» Climate Change §though it is only about sports, in fact takes you to

b Community Safety i a vast range of enrichment ideas.

P History

r Mental Health :

» Music and Theatre herts

k MNutrition spor S
» Reading and Literacy partnership
P Science :

b STEM (Science. Technology.

Engineering and Maths) Mrs Wilkin

» Wildlife and Outdoors Assistant Headteacher

Have you received your voucher?

£50 vouchers for the Christmas holidays have been emailed out to
families in receipt of Free School Meals. Please check your emails and Free
let Mrs Wilkin know via info@stmarys.net if you haven'’t received it.

School

We hope families will find this helpful over the costly festive period. Me als

Are you entitled?

Mrs Wilkin ﬁ*
GIFT Assistant Headteacher )
VOUCHER o? /

\2



https://sportinherts.org.uk/hafhappy/enrichment/
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Personal Development Day Friday 17 December

In recognition of what a testing last couple of years it has been, and, relatively speaking, how late we are
breaking up for Christmas, we want to give the children an end of term to remember!

Friday 17" December will be a day away from the usual timetable, with activities and competitions
to inspire and challenge, inform and enrich, to celebrate our differences and learn to work better in teams.

Reading and Spelling are high on our agenda, and we have been delighted to be able to book author Matt
Oldfield for the day. His books are incredibly popular with our younger students and there will be an oppor-
tunity to buy a book on the day too, or get your own copy signed!

Matt Oldfield

tball Heroes series, the Johnny Ba

senius series, and Unbelievable Fe
Also writes as ultimate Football Heroes

¥ Awards

There will also be a visiting team working with groups of students on Shakespeare’s
‘Romeo and Juliet *, whilst younger students will test their spelling skills in an InterHouse

We have bought some new board games to give students time to work together in
7 U teams. Watch out for a new Games Club starting next term, so that we get some
more use out of these new purchases which we hope will be popular with all ages.

" Christmas is a great time for Quizzes and students will also
have InterHouse Quizzes, InterHouse Dodgeball and Inter-
House Benchball competitions to take part in!

Celebrating Diversity is so important, and few schools can be more diverse that St Mary’s! The Science
department will be leading research into BAME Scientists and students will be taking part in or watching
their peers dressed in national costume, representing countries as diverse as India, Russia, Vietnam and
Sierra Leone.

Hidden Figures Our older students will be watching the film Hidden Figures- do watch this with
your family if they haven’t seen it. It is a compelling movie about African American
female mathematicians working for NASA at the height of the space race.

Our recent piano recital was such a success, we have a waiting I e
list for school piano lessons, and 17" December will be another Ml =" N4
opportunity to showcase some of our top instrumentalists and S
welcome others who will introduce students to instruments with
which they may be less familiar.

Mrs Wilkin
Assistant Headteacher




HEADLINES 10TH DECEMBER 2021

#DedicatedtoExcellence

Year 12 A Level Literature

il
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Year 7 Bookbuzz

This week Year 7 students have each received their free book,
in a partnership between 'Book Trust' and St Mary's Catholic
School.

Year 7s can visit the Bookbuzz website
www.booktrust.org.uk/Bookbuzz to write a
review of their book or read a blog by the
author.

Bookbuzz

Happy reading everybody!

Mrs Frino
Librarian
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Hertfordshire and East Anglia

Community and School Age Immunisation Senice

Hertfardshire Caommunity NHS Trust
Howard Court

14 Tewin Road

Welayn Garden City

ALT 1BW

Decembear 2021

Dear parents and carers,

By the end of November all schools in Hertfordshire had received a first visit by the Hertfordshire
Comrmunity MHS Trust's Community School Age Immunisation Service to complete COVID-12 vaccinations

for students aged 12-15.

Unfarturately, due to high demand for the vaccine our Immunisation Teams were unable to complete
vaccinations far every young person wha had consentad an the day we visited your schoaol. We have been
working elosely with Hertfordshire County Council’'s Public Health and Education departments Lo prioritise
the schools which urgently need a second visit before the end of term as we cannot complete a return
visit Lo every secondary school by the end of term. These decisions are based on a range of factors,
including case rates in local areas, number of children vaccinated on first visits and recent COVID-19
outbreaks that would delay the eligibility of students that could receive their vaccination.

You are receiving this update as unfortunately we will not be able to return to your school befare the end
of term,

We hope that your child will still take up the opportunity to receive their COVID-19 vaceination as this will
give them and those around them the best protection against the virus. You can book an appointrent
using the national NHS portal

wivw.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ coranavirus-vaceination/ at a local vaccination centre ar
call 119 to book an appointment by phone. As legal guardians, you will need to accompany your child to
the vaccination centre appaintment and ta give consent on arrival. The previous consent provided to us is

not valid at waccination centres.

There are also a wide range of walk-in options at vaccination sites across the region. Mot all walk-in
locations are running a clinic far young people, please check the website before you book. Yau can find
tirmes and addresses at: https/feovid healthierfuture. org ukfevents fraccination-walk-in-clinie-times

The Joint Committee for Vaceination and Immunisation guidance has recently changed and it is now
preferable that healthy 12-t0-15 yvear-olds receive their vaccine 12 weeks after a positive test.

If a child is classed as clinically extremely vulnerable and has had a positive COVID-19 test, they should
wait for at least 4 weaks from the data of thair positiva test and until they are recovered to recaive their
vaccination.

We apologise for any incomvenience and thank yvou far your ongolng support and co-aperation.

This sarvice is provited by Hedfordshire Commundy NAS Trost and Hertfordshire Community
covers Heffordshire, Cambnidgeshire, Paferbamugh, Nodolk and Suffolil NHS Trust
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Hertfordshire Mu
Service - Parent
Have your say!

Thank you for taking the time to

We would like to invite everyone, even if contvibuls fo this murvey which shoy

you or your family are not having music
lessons, to tell us about your views and Your responses to this survey will he

experience of music to improve what we to improve the quality, relevance an
offer. accessibility of music education in
Hertfordshire. HMS will publish the rf

only take 5-10 minutes to complete,

!

Hertfordshire



http://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/HMSHaveYourSay2021
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Road Safety & E-Scooter Use

E-Scooters are readily available to purchase and sales are expected to increase over the festive
period. However, it is currently against the law to ride a privately owned E-Scooter on a public
road, cycle path or pavement. Private E-Scooters can only be legally used on private land (with the
landowners permission).

lllegal use of E-Scooters can lead to a Police warning or seizure of the E-Scooter. E-Scooter use
on pavements, cycle paths or roads can lead to serious injury for pedestrians, scooter riders and
other road users.

Sarah Elliott
ﬁ Sustainable Travel Officer
— — Active and Safer Travel |Highways |Environment and Infrastructure
Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County Council

Know your Scooters

Electric Scooters
* l|llegal to use on public roads, cycle
paths and pavements in Hertfordshire
» Electric scooters can be seized by
the police, you could be fined and
get points on your licence
e Can only be used on private land
with the Landowners permission

e High cost

i s, I 2 S===

Manual Scooters

e Active and sustainable mode of travel
* Keeps you fit
e low cost
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World Town Planning Day Competition 2021

4% RTPI Future Planners Planning a sustainable community

‘?’ Royal Taswn Plarning Instilute

World Town Planning Day Competition 2021

= .. Congratulations to our competition entrants. It was a very difficult decision but
- the Year 10 Geography teachers picked the top designs from their classes to
»# enter into the RTPI competition. There were some great sustainability ideas in-
'; cluding vertical gardens, bU|Id|ngs that absorb CO; and tree free paper.
Our internal competition winner will be announced next week.

Well done to the foIIowmg students whose designs have been submitted to the RTPI competition!

. 0 & e ‘ Q‘ o Amy B, Sofia C, Emily C, Zane H, Keira H, Vivian I, Szymon P,
w Ellzabeth N, Jaymie S, Thomas T, Stefan W, Ethan W

e W s Ms Hughes
Subject Leader Geography

WORLD TOWN
PLANNING DAY

Year 8 Design & Technology

MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

hAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAL
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This is a wonderful showcase of our Year 8 Design & Technology work. Book stands inspired by
Summer Deck Chairs. Students combined both textile and wood work skills to produce the products.

! 9 D’* % Mr Hunt

jﬁ © Aj “Ee?.l;*}‘?;‘% Design & Technology Subject Leady




A Nationot Onfirs Satety, we belisve in smpowsring parsnts, corers ond trurted odufts with the informaetion 3o hald an infarmed conversotion abseut online wafely with their ehlidren, should they
Tl It Iy nesdec. This guide focuses on one lesae of mary which we belleve trusted adults should Be aware of. Meass visit wwa.natlonalonlinesafety. csm for further goldes, hints and tips for ocuts.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

AGE-INAPPR"PRIATE CONTENT

“Inappropriate” means different things to different people. What's ptable for one oge group, for exomple, may be
unsuitable for a slightly younger audience. Online, young people can chance upon inappropriate content in various
ways - from pop-up ads to TikTok videos. The increasingly young age at which children become active in the digital

world heightens the risk of them innocently running Into something that they find upsetting or frightening. Trusted
adults need to be able to help children be aware of what to do If they're exposed to age-inappropriate content.

f

Age-inoppropriate content is \ 4 The range of video streaming services .
L) oecou!bh through many y 5 avalicble online means that users con
soci mecﬂolp Iormn. ﬂho& / : find almost anything they want to watch
for Instance, (s hugely popular - / on demand. Chiidren are therefore ot risk
with young e but is arguably best 4 \ of viewing TV shows and movios which
known for clips featuring sexualised ! o\ contain nudny drug and cicohol abuse,
dancing or profanity. Some sociol media - oxplicit lo e and extreme viclence.
users also express hate speech or ¢ \ unfortuna streaming platforms
promote eating disorders and self-harm, > can't ohvayl determine that it's not an
which could cause lasting oomage oo ' adult who's watching. =
child's emotional and mental healith e N ’

GAMING ; . ADVERTS "ﬂg,

Gaming is on on;orobl' source of - 4 Online adverts frequently include
entertainment, but many popular titles < age-inappropricte content: usual
can o o children to ina opriate ) - ¢ gambling and nudity or partial nudity,
mat I such as viclence, horror, i aithough adverts for alcohol or
gumbhng or sexuall anlicot content. e-cigorettes are also common. Some
taying games unsultable for their oge search engines also feature adverts that
risks normolhmg to children what they \ are responsive to your search history: so
mes also include . it you ve rocoml ed up a new horror
‘s other (usually , shopped tor lmgorio or ordered
online plcyon often use longoo s alcohol ne, then the ads appearin
’ that you probably wouldn‘t want your n SCreen coutd reflect this the next time
child to hear or repeat. \ youv child borrows your device.

>

TALK IT THROUGH g CONNECT DON'TCORRECT

Embarrassment or fear of getting into trouble can make it difficult I! your child’s been particularly distressed by exposure to
for children to talk openly about age moy' e 7 content that wasn't sunoblo for thw ?.. It's important to offer
watched. Inmlnd ahlld thoy can always come to you - eono. to prevent them from the same mistake -
ng they've seen online, without wo"ying lt“ u ly vnol to Mlp unm h the emotions that the
uomn. Before offering advice, discuss whot th ww, how — d tell lbom about m&nimnor oxporhnou ;
they feit and how they came to find the content in g ywmigm hovo hod al Mr age, and how you dealt wi

BLOCK, REPORT, CONTROL GET SPECIALIST HELP | STAV CALM ‘

After discussing the problem, and A content can Even though it is obvious clm:ult to sta
child can tokmn pwgcthov' ”Y:h MV&W pgl.mﬁnrfwhamnm tive impoact on a rational innu situation wh l.y'. child y
Inciude blocking ony ln iate sites chlld 's mental health, which is sometimes been put ot risk, it's essential to lhlnk bdofo
and np«ﬁnq‘:n ch violates a cm nm:ugh ch in their react. Your child may well have hesitated
plcllorm s ° rum« ulo oﬂm yow bo aviour. it erm becomes more up to you about wclchln%‘.

Id online, set up paren l - omn. you m.lg consider unchlng out content for fear of
Ilmmo( enabled dovlc“ that thoz uu [ eonuquoncu, %0 being calm and augpomvo
This will signifk upon in this ﬂnld wheconpmldo you } will reinforce the notlon that it would be easy
of your ¢ in%o ond lo ~ and your child with the proper support. to talk to you about similar issues in the future.
oge-inappropriate content In future,

Meet Our Expert N ; National

Cayloy Jorgensen is o Registered Counselior with The Health \ e -
Professions Councll of South Africa, and she runs o private - n I n e

proctice oﬂering counselling to chidren, toenagers and fanvlies,

Her main focus i creating awaraness and educating the | 4 g S afetyd

community on the mental hecith prossures of today’s world, as

woll 03 resources onsd techniques to understand and cope better, > & \ / #wakeupwedneSdas

)urvl Py ‘w-. Aoy e gl oo Aoy LU (| ) _ A G L SN | L OO O e O |
o povnhf agrcornant) e ]

@ www.nationalonfinesafety.com ’ @natonlinesafety n INationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety
Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. Neo liabliity is sntered inte. Current ae of the date of releare: 01.12.2021
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Menu in our Aspens Refectory

Learning Su

¥

ort Assistant (Part Time

We seek an additional Part Time Learning Support Assistant (15 hours per week) from January
© 2022 (or shortly thereafter) to join our Learning Support team.
Salary range H2 £18,562 - £19,312 + £626 Fringe Pro Rata.

We are hiring!

\_

application documents or to make an enquiry.

St Francis of Assis
CATHOLIC ACADEMY TRUST

Witer SI REAI ERI ES
Winter Aspens
2021 000000000000 OO BHBH®
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
o ® v
IIEEEH!L! Planis FRN
STREET Spicy Andhra Sweet Potato & Roast Chicken Mongolian Hand Battered
Chicken Curry BBQ Pulled & Stuffing Bap Lion's Head Beef Fish
Jackfruit Burger Gravynaise Meatballs & Frickle
Keralan Veg Chilli Nachos Quorn Roast Korean Spicy Rice Homemade
VEGGIE Egg Molee Curry & Stuffing Bap Bowl with Fishless Cake
Homemade Salsa Gravynaise Fried Egg Lemon Yoghurt
Turmeric Rice Garlic & Herb Fennel Seed Beggar's Noodles Chips
Wedges Roasties
SIDES Masala Roasted Sweet Chilli Peas
Cauliflower Rainbow Slaw Roasted Carrots Broccoli

Details of the vacancy, how to apply and the application forms and ancillary documents required can be
found at http://www.stmarys.net/about-us/vacancies/ Please email recruitment@stmarys.net to submit your

WEEK 1

/
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