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Acting Heads of School Update 
Mr Johnston & Miss McHugh 

www.stfrancistrust.net 

“Christmas is Coming & Plan B” 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

13th December 
Mock Exams Continue 

Y11 & Y13 
 

15th December 
Carol Service at  
St Josephs, 7pm 

 
17th December 

Cultural Capital Day 
 

21st December 
Advent Carol Service 
Term Ends 1pm for  

Students 

Please continue to TEST EACH WEDS & SUNDAY  
and follow all Covid guidance  

 

Every student must bring the following  
to school EVERY DAY: 

 

       

Christmas has come early for our Year 
7s this week who have each been giv-
en the gift of a book from Mrs Frino, 
our Librarian as part of the ’Bookbuzz’ 
scheme. It’s also “beginning to look a 
lot like Christmas!” across the site with 
the trees up in Main Reception and the 
Student Hub. We are all looking for-
ward to the Advent Service at St. Jo-
seph’s next Wednesday—please don’t 
forget to register your planned attend-
ance using the link on the email sent 
out earlier today.  
Our Year 11s and Year 13s have mas-
sively impressed staff this week in the 
mature, sensible and focussed manner 
they have approached their Mock Ex-

ams, which continue into next week, 
too. After such a period of disruption, 
we’re proud of their determination to 
succeed and grateful to their teach-
ers for supporting them and the 
marking of all the exam scripts. 
Hopefully, Mock Exam Results Day 
in January will be a positive experi-
ence that they can use to build on as 
the final run-in to the exam season 
begins in earnest.  

Plan B 
We continue to monitor the develop-
ments in the Covid-control measures 
as they are announced. We have 
very good systems in place, which 
meet all the current requirements. 
Next week, we’ll announce plans for 
on-site testing in January (which is 
likely to include a staggered start on 
the 5th January, to allow for testing 
of all students as we have been in-
structed to do).  
For now, though, we are determined 
to stay safe, and enjoy the excite-
ment of Advent.  
Have a good weekend with your 
families.  
Tom Johnston 

https://www.stfrancistrust.net/
http://www.stfrancistrust.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 #DedicatedtoExcellence 

HEADLINES 10TH DECEMBER 2021 

 
St Mary’s Catholic School 

 Invites you to our 

Advent Carol Service 
At 7pm on Wednesday 15th December 2021 

In the Church of St Joseph’s and the English Martyrs,  
Windhill, Bishops Stortford, CM23 2ND 

The school car park is open for parking.  

  
There will also be a collection taken on behalf of the Cardinal Hume Centre  

which we have been supporting as part of our Advent Charity efforts.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 

one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
John 1: 14 
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Enrichment and Fun! 
Calling All Parents!  

Enrichment and Fun for your Children! 

Are you starting to remember how LONG the 
Christmas holidays can feel, especially once 
Christmas is over? 

If your child is eligible for Free School Meals you 
will have received information about free holidays 
clubs - do take advantage and book soon if you are 
interested. 
 

 https://sportinherts.org.uk/hafhappy/enrichment/ 
 

For all families, this weblink, which looks as 
though it is only about sports, in fact takes you to 
a vast range of enrichment ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Wilkin 
Assistant Headteacher 

Have you received your voucher? 

£50 vouchers for the Christmas holidays have been emailed out to 
families in receipt of Free School Meals. Please check your emails and 
let Mrs Wilkin know via info@stmarys.net if you haven’t received it.  
 
We hope families will find this helpful over the costly festive period. 

 

 

 

Mrs Wilkin 
Assistant Headteacher 

 

https://sportinherts.org.uk/hafhappy/enrichment/
mailto:info@stmarys.net
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Personal Development Day Friday 17 December 

In recognition of what a testing last couple of years it has been, and, relatively speaking, how late we are 
breaking up for Christmas, we want to give the children an end of term to remember! 

Friday 17th December will be a day away from the usual timetable, with activities and competitions 
to inspire and challenge, inform and enrich, to celebrate our differences and learn to work better in teams.  

Reading and Spelling are high on our agenda, and we have been delighted to be able to book author Matt 
Oldfield for the day. His books are incredibly popular with our younger students and there will be an oppor-
tunity to buy a book on the day too, or get your own copy signed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will also be a visiting team working with groups of students on Shakespeare’s 
‘Romeo and Juliet ‘, whilst younger students will test their spelling skills in an InterHouse 
Spelling Bee!  
 

We have bought some new board games to give students time to work together in 
teams. Watch out for a new Games Club starting next term, so that we get some 
more use out of these new purchases which we hope will be popular with all ages.  

 
Christmas is a great time for Quizzes and students will also 
have InterHouse Quizzes, InterHouse Dodgeball and Inter-
House Benchball competitions to take part in!   

 
 
Celebrating Diversity is so important, and few schools can be more diverse that St Mary’s! The Science 
department will be leading research into BAME Scientists and students will be taking part in or watching 
their peers dressed in national costume, representing countries as diverse as India, Russia, Vietnam and 
Sierra Leone.  

Our older students will be watching the film Hidden Figures- do watch this with 
your family if they haven’t seen it. It is a compelling movie about African American 
female mathematicians working for NASA at the height of the space race. 
 
Our recent piano recital was such a success, we have a waiting 
list for school piano lessons, and 17th December will be another 
opportunity to showcase some of our top instrumentalists and 
welcome others who will introduce students to instruments with 
which they may be less familiar. 

 

Mrs Wilkin 
Assistant Headteacher 
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Year 12 A Level Literature 

Year 12 A Level Literature students are 
growing in confidence as they annotate 
King Lear which is a more challenging text 
than they have read before.  
 
Jennifer Hensey’s annotations build on 
her analysis of Macbeth last year and are 
not only detailed and precisely relevant to 
the exam but engagingly colourful!  

 

Mrs Heslop 
Assistant Headteacher 

Year 7 Bookbuzz 

This week Year 7 students have each received their free book, 
in a partnership between 'Book Trust' and St Mary's Catholic 
School.  
 
Year 7s can visit the Bookbuzz website  
www.booktrust.org.uk/Bookbuzz to write a 
review of their book or read a blog by the 
author.  
 
Happy reading everybody! 

Mrs Frino 
Librarian 

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/Bookbuzz
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http://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/HMSHaveYourSay2021 
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Hertfordshire Music Service—Parents Have Your Say! 

 

http://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/HMSHaveYourSay2021
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Road Safety & E-Scooter Use 

E-Scooters are readily available to purchase and sales are expected to increase over the festive 
period.  However, it is currently against the law to ride a privately owned E-Scooter on a public 
road, cycle path or pavement.  Private E-Scooters can only be legally used on private land (with the 
landowners permission). 
 
Illegal use of E-Scooters can lead to a Police warning or seizure of the E-Scooter.  E-Scooter use 
on pavements, cycle paths or roads can lead to serious injury for pedestrians, scooter riders and 
other road users.  
 

 
Sarah Elliott 
Sustainable Travel Officer 
Active and Safer Travel |Highways |Environment and Infrastructure  
Hertfordshire County Council    
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World Town Planning Day Competition 2021 

Planning a sustainable community 

World Town Planning Day Competition 2021 
 

Congratulations to our competition entrants. It was a very difficult decision but 
the Year 10 Geography teachers picked the top designs from their classes to 
enter into the RTPI competition. There were some great sustainability ideas in-
cluding vertical gardens, buildings that absorb CO2 and tree free paper.  
Our internal competition winner will be announced next week.  
 

Well done to the following students whose designs have been submitted to the RTPI competition! 
 
Amy B, Sofia C, Emily C, Zane H, Keira H, Vivian I,  Szymon P, 
Elizabeth N, Jaymie S, Thomas T, Stefan W, Ethan W 
 

Ms Hughes 
Subject Leader Geography 

Year 8 Design & Technology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a wonderful showcase of our Year 8 Design & Technology work.  Book stands inspired by 
Summer Deck Chairs. Students combined both textile and wood work skills to produce the products. 

 
 

Mr Hunt 
Design & Technology Subject Leader 
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Menu in our Aspens Refectory 

We are hiring! 
 

 

Learning Support Assistant (Part Time) 

We seek an additional Part Time Learning Support Assistant (15 hours per week) from January 
2022 (or shortly thereafter) to join our Learning Support team.   
Salary range H2 £18,562 - £19,312 + £626 Fringe Pro Rata.  
 

Details of the vacancy, how to apply and the application forms and ancillary documents required can be 
found at http://www.stmarys.net/about-us/vacancies/  Please email recruitment@stmarys.net to submit your 
application documents or to make an enquiry.  

  

http://www.stmarys.net/about-us/vacancies/
mailto:recruitment@stmarys.net

