Detention

When can a detention be held?

School staff have a statutory power to put pugisdaunder 18 in detention after school sessions,
and on some weekend and non-teaching days.

The times outside normal school hours when detentithout parental consent may be given are
evenings (as previously), plus weekends and cen@irteaching days (days which have been set
aside wholly or mainly for members of staff to wdnkt not to teach pupils, sometimes referred to
as 'training days', 'INSET days' or 'non-contagsfja In the case of weekend detentions, this
excludes a Saturday or Sunday which falls duringtoa weekend immediately preceding or
immediately following a half-term break.

Where detention takes place at a weekend or oN&RT day, the requirement for 24 hours'
notice to be given to parents, schools should enthat both parents and pupils are informed:

What the day is going to be used for
When the pupil is required to arrive and when thillydepart, and that the family needs
to ensure suitable arrangements are in place égptipil to get to and from school
Which members of staff the pupil should report to
Whether uniform should be worn
Whether the pupil needs to bring:
o packed-lunch and drink
any medication
any coursework
other learning materials
That the school has a legal power to impose tt@pfiisary penalty of detention,
and what the consequences would be for non-atteedan
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To whom does a detention apply?

The sanction of detention can only be applied fuilpuaged under 18.

Notice of Detention

The school will give parents 24 hours' notice dedéons outside school sessions. The 24-
hour notice period is intended to inform parents/bére their child is expected to be, and to
allow parents an opportunity to make alternativar@gements for travel for the child. The
school will take careful account of the circumsesof the detention known to them, for
example, family holidays and care duties, or otdmenmitments of the family. However a
mere inconvenience or disagreement with the peoaltye part of the parent is no excuse for
non-attendance.

The required 24 hours’ notice of a detention magiben by:

A letter, memorandum or pro-forma delivered by pppst or by mail (allowing for the
time this will take to be delivered and the fagttthe 24 hours' notice requirement applies
from the time that the notification is receivedthg parent).

A signed, dated note by a teacher or staff memargupil-planner (acceptable if there is
clearly stated expectation in the school informatim parents, for example, the home-



school agreement or prospectus, that parentsewitl the planner every day for notes from
school).

« An email or text notification may be used whereasith have reason to be confident that
the parent can be contacted reliably by this raatd,where parents have previously
signified agreement that communication of this sart be sent to them via email or text.

Detention Activities

In a detention students can be asked to undertekage of activities, including completing
assessed coursework, undertaking tasks to asis{sstch as classroom-display work or materials
preparation), and assisting staff with compensatsks which do not raise any health and safety
or child-protection issues. These may include gtegmitter picks etc, again providing health and
safety issues are not compromised.

If the pupil walks out of the detention:

It is best to let a staff member deal with the pafier leaving the room, the first aim being to
point out the need to return to the detention thetsecond position being to make clear that the
pupils will be held to account for the action thewe taken.

It is important to make clear to other pupils ttiet pupil has made choices and will be held to
account for those choices. The purpose of this eatm down other pupils.

A further and higher-level sanction may be imposedhe pupil. This higher-level sanction might
be a fixed-period exclusion imposed by the heachea

If a pupil refusesto undertake the detention, or failsto arrive:

The school has a legal power to impose the dis@pfipenalty of detention; the consequences of
non-attendance is that a further and higher-lemetson may be imposed on the pupil. As stated
above, this higher-level sanction might be a fipediod exclusion imposed by the head teacher.






