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Mr Celanoôs Update 

Candles in the Window 
 Each Tuesday at 8pm, we are encouraging eve-
ryone to light a candle and place it in a window 
in remembrance of the victims of the Corona-
virus pandemic. Twitter @StMarysRCDOW  

Half Term  w/c 15th Feb 

Shrove Tuesday 16th Feb 

Ash Wednesday 17th Feb 

Y13 Parentsô 
Evening 

25th Feb 

12
TH
 FEBRUARY 2021 

Dear all, 
 
I want to wish you all a restful and 
happy Half Term ï you deserve it.   
 
Parents ï you have been under 
immense pressure trying to keep 
your children engaged and focussed 
on remote education.  Young people 
themselves are often feeling a deep 
underlying strain ï you can some-
times sense their feeling that all is 
ófar from wellô, and their eyes look at 
you as if to say ómum, dad, will this 
ever end?ô.  Usually ómum or dadô or 
the teacher has the answer, but yet 
none of us do have that answer, 
and that is another worry for our 
children.  And then of course for 
you, perhaps having to juggle and 
balance working from home; not 
always easy ï perhaps you feel you 
are not óworking at homeô but óliving 
at workô?  I know that for many it 
can all be a bit of an emotional 
rollercoaster at times.  If thatôs how 
youôre feeling ï youôre normal!   
 

Therefore, I could not be more proud of 
the way in which parents, pupils and 
staff have all tried to support, excel, 
deliver their best, and at the same time 
care for and make a difference in the 
lives of the most vulnerable by recog-
nising those who are so much more 
badly affected than ourselves.  

Looking to the future, I sincerely hope 
that next half term marks the beginning 
of the end of restrictions, and that from 
the 8th March we can begin to return to 
school.  We donôt have the answers 
about how we will return, how students 
and staff can be re-engaged spiritually, 
pastorally and academically with school, 
or indeed about important matters such 
as exams, events, functions, and school 
life.  We have to wait for the guidance 
when it is produced, and we hope that 
will be soon so that we can all finally 
start to plan what will be the first steps 
to recovery. 
 

It seems to me that Lent ï which I 
hope will be marked by a feast of 
pancakes on Tuesday 16th February 
ï is most handily placed during 
these challenging times.  It is per-
haps the ultimate season of self-
denial, preparation and reflec-
tion.  Fasting might be a timely 
pause on the intake of alcohol or 
chocolate, but it will also be a 
chance to think about how ódenial of 
selfô is a beautiful way of living when 
it leads to ógiving of selfô for oth-
ers.  Perhaps find a moment to de-
cide what you will do this Lent ï 
weôve spent a whole year fasting 
from ófestivitiesô so perhaps donôt be 
too gruelling with your resolution to 
fast.  Letôs instead think about the 
good things we can ótake upô rather 
than ógive upô? 
 
Until we meet again ï God willing in 
early March, in warmer, sunnier, 
longer and happier days to come. 
   
God bless you all, 
 
Andrew Celano   
Headteacher 

ñHave a restful Half Term!ò 

Half Term Covid 
Reporting 

 
If you have a con-

firmed case of Covid-
19 during the Half-term 
break please email this 

information to  
info@stmarys.net   

 
Please clearly mark 
the email heading as 
óCovid-19 Positive 

Caseô  
 

Wishing you a safe, 
Covid-free break 



.  

 

 

 

Children in Year 7 to Year 
11 (compulsory secondary school 
age) who are eligible will get free 
transport either to: 
  
(a) 1 of the 3 nearest schools within 
6 miles of the childôs home. This is 
where the child lives between 2ï6 
miles from that school, or 
 
(b) The nearest school preference 
based on the family's religion or 
belief. The school must be the 
nearest school to the home        
address having regard to the      
relevant religion or belief, and be 

within 2ï15 miles of the home     ad-
dress. 
  
For further information and to find out 
how to apply please visit:   

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
services/Schools-and-education/
School-admissions/Home-to-school-
transport/Home-to-school-
transport.aspx 

Miss McHugh 
Deputy Headteacher 

 Financial Support for School Transport 

Your child might be able to get free 
home to school transport if your family 
has a low income. That's if your child is 
entitled to free school meals or you get 
the maximum level of Working Tax 
Credit. 

 

 

Remote Education: How can I get 
help?  

The Remote Education tab on our website! 

(Click here)  

This includes:  

¶ Full details of the curriculum for this 

half term 

¶ Lots of information about learning     

remotely 

¶ Contact details should you need to get 

in touch 

¶ Information about staying safe online 

#DedicatedtoExcellence 
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Parent Teacher Consultation Meeting Feedback  
 
While óin-personô meetings are ruled out we have been pleased to be able to run 
óvirtualô parents evening events via our host website www.parents-booking.co.uk/
stmarys. This newly developed service has allowed us to run video calls between 
teachers and parents. At last weekôs Year 11 meetings 94% of parents had work-
ing appointments all or most of the time.  
 
We would now like to get feedback from our Year 9 parents, so can I ask 
that all parents click on the link here in order to complete our survey.  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/T8KPTMP  

Thank you for turning your cameras on! 
It makes such a difference when in live lessons -  itôs 

great to see your faces! 

Personal Learning Checklists  
HALF TERM 4 (Feb 22nd to 26th March 2021) 

 

PLCs for the next half term will be sent out by email on 
12th February to all parents. These will set out what each 

year group will study in the next half term.  
 

Mr Palmer 
Acting Assistant Headteacher 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/School-admissions/Home-to-school-transport/Home-to-school-transport.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/School-admissions/Home-to-school-transport/Home-to-school-transport.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/School-admissions/Home-to-school-transport/Home-to-school-transport.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/School-admissions/Home-to-school-transport/Home-to-school-transport.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/School-admissions/Home-to-school-transport/Home-to-school-transport.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
http://www.stmarys.net/remote-education/
http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/stmarys
http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/stmarys
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/T8KPTMP
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Celebrating Success! 

This half term has been full of challenges for our year 7s: adapting to remote learning 
through a variety of online platforms, tolerating severe restrictions to their physical 
freedom during a national lockdown and bearing separation from their community of 
friends and teachers.  

I have been hugely impressed at the attitude of this year group. These studentsô     
indomitable spirit and determination to continue their educational journey has been an 
inspiration. There are a huge number of  students who have been commended by their 

teachers for their enthusiasm and    dedi-
cation over the last half term. 

Attendance has always been an effective 
indicator of success at school. Clich®d as 
it is, the hardest part is turning up. For 
the last month, our year group has main-
tained the highest attendance in the school. We have maintained an impres-
sive 95% or more of year 7 students attending online lessons each day for the 
last fortnight of this half term.  

The importance of attendance 
has also been demonstrated by 
the 24  students who have now 

received postcards home for their outstanding óAttitude to Learningô last half 
term; all had excellent attendance scores. The óAttitude to Learningô    average 
is calculated using the effort grades that teachers have given students across 
all their subjects. Congratulations in particular to the five students who were 
ranked jointly highest for their effort last half term: Livia N, Michael C, Lyra M, 
Evie D and Ryan K. All students receiving this postcard should be very proud 
as this signifies they are doing everything they can to get as much out of les-
sons as possible. They are an example to others of what the road to success 
looks like.  

Our students have not allowed the lockdown 
to get in the way of getting creative. This half 
term in Art lessons, students created some 
captivating sketches of lizard eyes. Well done in particular to Daniel W who created an 
amazing live video (available to view on St Maryôs Twitter account) of him creating his 
sketch. 

In addition to this, student innovation knew no bounds in their French lessons when they 
were asked to create their own Eiffel Towers. 
Although limited by the resources on offer within   
family homes (and without any craft shops being 
open!), students demonstrated incredible inge-
nuity and created towers made from a range of 
materials: clay, chocolate bars, cardboard and 
many more.  

In times of difficulty, it is the quality of resilience 
that is most difficult and most important to nur-
ture. We are so proud of the students in this 
year group and the way they have adapted to 
the new world of   working from home they have 
once again been thrown into. Ultimately, these 
students, who have learnt how to use difficulty 
and flourish in spite of it, have mastered a skill 
which will serve them for the rest of their lives. 

 
Miss Keane 

Year 7 Learning Coordinator 

Daniel W 

Sofia LW 

Georgia M 

Katie G 

Luke T 

Year 7  



 

Celebrating Success! 

Year 8 have been nothing short of inspirational this half term. Their engagement and attendance to form time 
and lessons has been fantastic. As their Learning Coordinator I am incredibly proud of how they have         
managed in this difficult time. There are lots and lots of highlights from this half term, teachers have emailed 
me highlighting outstanding effort and contributions to lessons, below are a few examples of these. 

 

 

 

In Art students have been working on drawing 
eyes and self portraits. 

n addition to some fantastic class work students 
have continued with their extra-curricular activi-
ties, here is an example of a painting by Kamsi 
U.  

Mr Wright 
Year 8 Learning Coordinator 

#DedicatedtoExcellence 

HEADLINES 12TH FEBRUARY 2021 

Ami B 

Paolo N 

Anna B 

Jack D 

St Maryôs KM Challenge! 

Students have been set the 
challenge to walk/jog/run as 
many kilometers as they can 
during this half term.  

There has been a fantastic 
effort from year 8, as of the 
time of writing the top 3 stu-

dents are: 

 

Caitlin O:  94.29KM 
Pilar M:  50.88KM 

Rebecca H:  45.92KM 

Year 8 


