


Depends how long it takes you to learn something -

everyone is different.

BUT you have a lot to learn:

Ĕ 8-10 GCSEs;

Ĕ 2 yearsõ worth of work. 

SO:

Ĕ Start early - donõt cram!

Ĕ Store knowledge in your long term memory; 

Ĕ Avoid panicking, stressing out, having a melt down 

and giving up!  
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¶ Do all your classwork, homework and 

coursework in term time to the best of  your 

ability.  

¶ The more you do in school the less you 

have to do when you revise.   

¶ 1 to 2 hours a day on homework or 

coursework.  

¶ If you donõt have 1-2 hours of  

homework to do every day 

(and even if  you do!) you 

should start some revision in 

term time .

¶ Start your revision slowly now 

and increase it nearer to the 

exams.  

¶ Create a revision timetable and stick to it:

a Start to revise some of  the older topics (from Year 10) 

now;

a If  you start now, you can ask for help if you donõt 

understand something ;

a Do a revision timetable for the Easter holidays ; if  you 

leave all your revision to May half  term, you will run out 

of  time. 

a Use a calendar and factor in days out, sporting events, 

family time and socialising.  

¶ Divide your revision time into bite size 

sessions .  

¶ 25-30 minute episodes , with 5-10 minute 

breaks in between .  

¶ Vary it according to sort of  knowledge you 

are learning and the way you are learning 

it. 

¶ Use weekends ; 

¶ 4-5 hours over the course of  

the weekend during term time 

on homework, coursework 

and/or revision. 

¶ Some subjects take longer to 

revise than others.  

¶ Some subjects involve 

learning in different ways. 



Get prepared:

You will feel better about revising if  you 

have the right equipment

_ Pens and pencils; different colours;

_ Highlighters, felt pens;

_ A4 or A3 folders to store your class 

notes and revision notes;

_ Document or cardboard wallets;

_ Plastic wallets;

_ Exercise books or notepads; 

_ File paper;

_ A5 or A6 Revision cards; 

_ A3 or A4 plain or coloured paper;

_ Wall paper for timelines;

_ Post It notes;

_ Recording device (to play back)

Get organised:

Make sure you know the following:

Ĕ What knowledge and which skills you will 

need for each exam . If  you do not know this, 

ask your teachers.

Ĕ Which modules and topics you need to learn 

for each exam and subject.  Most subjects 

will have given you a summary of  topics or 

contents page .  

¶ Divide your revision into manageable 

sections ; these could be modules , topics 

and sub topics.  

¶ Tick off  the subtopics, topics and modules 

as you go through them and learn them .

¶ Find out what exam board you are doing and 

use their website to access past papers, 

marks schemes and other helpful 

documents. 
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Remember that most exams will require you to write, so you will probably need to do

quite a bit of  writing to revise for your  exams.  

This means the following:

Ĕ Revision needs to be active not passive; you actually have to engage with the 

process. 

Ĕ Reading through your folder and the textbook a few times will not do!

Ĕ Reading revision guides will not do either; you will have been taught specifically 

for your exam board; revision guides tend to be quite general and so either contain 

too much information or too little.  Only use guides that your teacher has 

suggested.  

Turn your classwork and information from textbooks into some form of  

revision notes and then learn them .
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Mind maps or spider diagrams:

Å Key question, exam question or a 

key topic in the centre;

Å Subtopics or subheadings; 

Å Add k ey pieces of  information; 

Å Develop some of  your points;  

Å Add symbols or images ;

Å Use different coloured pens or 

highlight different points;

Å Use different sized pieces of  

paper.

Linear notes on paper:

Å Reduce what is in your folder/exercise 

book/textbook ;

Å Read through what you need to summarise 

before you actually summarise it; 

Å Use headings and subheadings

Å Keep notes brief ;

Å Write everything in a way that you understand ; 

Å Do not copy huge chunks out ; 

Å Add detail 

Å Underline key words; highlight; write in 

different coloured pens; 

Å Use bullet points, arrows or numbers to keep it 

clear and organised; 

Å Leave spaces to add points;

Å Use arrows or dotted lines to link points. 



Post it notes:

¶ Definitions;

¶ Bullet point the answer 

to key questions;

¶ Different post it notes, 

each containing different 

parts of  an answer to 

one question; 

¶ Can be moved around, 

linked or prioritised. 

Revision cards:

Å A5 or A6; 

Å Key questions, headings or subheadings on each one and key 

information; 

Å Lots of  cards with different information, answering one question; 

Å Move them around or stick them down on larger pieces or paper or 

around your room with blue tack.

Drawing memory anchors or picture based notes:

¶ Combination of  key words, numbers and 

pictures; 

¶ Create a key;

¶ Use a combination of  notes and pictures.  


