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Acting Heads of School Update 
Mr Johnston & Miss McHugh 

www.stfrancistrust.net 

“St Mary’s Award Marvels” 

  Golden Boy Bus Service — Spring Term 2022 

There are spaces available on the 
Golden Boy Bus Service for the Spring 
Term. (January - Easter). 
 
To book a place please email Miss 
McHugh d.mchugh@stmarys.net   

 
The deadline for payments is  
Friday 3rd December 2021. 

 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 

6th December 
Mock Exams start 

Y11 & Y13 
 

15th December 
Carol Service at 

St. Josephs 

 3rd December – Occasional Day (School Closure) 

Further to our consultation this week regarding the extra day of school closure schools need to take this aca-
demic year in light of the Queen’s Jubilee (which falls in half-term in June next year) we have received re-
sponses from just over 1% of parents. Whilst some of these responses were very positive about this pro-
posal, just over half suggested that we try to end the Autumn Term early before the 21

st
 December (which is 

the scheduled last day). We have exciting plans already in place to celebrate the Christmas period and our 
125

th
 Anniversary, alongside Mass in those final few days, which we are unable to move, and which are inte-

gral to our school culture and values. We will therefore continue with the plans to close on 3rd December for 
the day in line with the 99% of parents who accepted this without reservation or suggestion.    

As each has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another, as good stewards 
of God's varied grace: 1 Peter 4:10 

As a school we strive for every child to 
reach their potential in their academic 
studies and in their extra-curricular and 
super curricular activities. A healthy 
and active body and mind allows every 
child to flourish. This week we had the 
absolute privilege to watch twenty-
eight students perform in our annual 
Piano Recital. The sheer talent and 

standard of the individual performances 
was outstanding. This reflected the ded-
ication and perseverance of the stu-
dents to harness their talent through 
practice - which leads to perfection! It 
really was the most wonderful show-
case of our students sharing their tal-
ents and nurturing a culture of support 
and encouragement of each other. 

This week’s Headlines pays tribute to 
the great extra and super curricular 
work that is undertaken by our commu-
nity of students. Students using their 
talents as leaders in their work as Anti - 
Bullying Ambassadors for their form 
class, Students competing in an online 
spelling bee, presenting and articulating 
their place as global citizens in COP26, 
running a half marathon are just a small 
range of the diverse opportunities we 
encourage the students to participate in.  

Next week, we will be hosting our term’s 
St Mary’s Award Winners Assembly. Mr 
Johnston and I are delighted to see the 

wealth of opportunities our students are 
participating in and to see the students’ 
contribution to service, leadership and 
the common good through achieving the 
St Mary’s Award. Please do take time to 
read through your child’s St Mary’s 
Award progress to encourage them to 
achieve this prestigious award. 

Please do read the information con-
tained within this weeks Headlines to 
keep you up to date with school life here 
at St Mary’s Catholic School. 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. 

God Bless 

Miss D McHugh 

https://www.stfrancistrust.net/
http://www.stfrancistrust.net
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Anti Bullying Ambassadors 

In line with Anti-Bullying week and our wellbeing theme for this half term the year group assemblies have focused 
on theme of ‘one kind word’. An powerful opening message was shared with all of our young people which is be-
ing promoted by the Anti-Bullying Alliance nationally which we encourage all of our young people to uphold on a 
daily basis in line with our Gospel values: 

 

“In a world that can sometimes feel like it’s filled with negativity, one kind word can provide a moment of hope. It 
can be a turning point. It can change someone’s perspective. It can change their day. It can change the course of 
a conversation and break the cycle of bullying.” 

 

Our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors are doing a wonderful job educating their peers on what constitutes bullying and 
how to report any concerns that they may have to members of staff. A form pledge to work together to fight 
against bullying in line with our school policy was launched and signed by every member of our school communi-
ty and this is displayed proudly in each form room. 

Mrs  G Tatman 
Assistant Headteacher 

Over the last week many of our KS3 students have been undertak-
ing a range of spelling and grammar challenges using the sumdog 
interactive website. Here they are able to play games such as pen-
alty shootouts and matching activities to support their literacy in a 
fun, novel way. 
Many of the students spent a lot of time engaging with the website, 
but our top 3 students were : 

 Alexander M (2160 words spelled, spending 183mins),  

 Anastasia  G (1823 words spelling, spending 191minutes 
on the website) and  

 Franklin O D (a whopping 2360 words spelled, spending 
341mins on the website!).   

 
Congratulations to all – and keep on spelling! 
      Mr  R Graves 
      Head of English 

Sumdog Spelling Challenge 
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During the second week of COP26 St Mary’s geographers held 
their own mini-climate change conferences. Students were as-
signed a role as either a climate witness or a world leader. They 
presented some excellent ideas for tackling climate change and 
had some thorough debates about how the ideas could be imple-
mented. The students were showed great compassion for the de-
veloping nations and discussed ways in which the developed na-
tions could provide support for tackling and adapting to climate 
change. 

Mrs C Hughes 
Head of Geography 

Geography - COP 26 
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Piano Recital 

Geography Competition - Year 7 

 
 ‘The school 

was alive with the 
sound of music’   

This Tuesday we had our annual pi-
ano recital which took place in the 
main hall With student playing the 
Grand Piano 

It was a hugely popular event with 28 
performances on the night and some 

students even on a waiting list! There were many spectacular pieces of music performed including a Toc-
cata by Khachaturian, a movement from Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata and Colours of the Wind from 
Pocahontas. 

The students worked extremely hard all day, performing not only in the evening, to an audience of 100 
parents but also to several classes of Year 8 and 9 during the day. It was great to have live music playing 
again and we look forward to the next musical event. It was a tremendous occasion to see such great 
talent, skill and fabulous performances from our Y7 through to Y12 students. We are exceptionally proud! 

 

 

   Miss J Matthews 
   Head of Music 

Enter The British Museum competi-
tion for the chance to win a copy of 
‘A History of the World in 25 Cities’ 
and a jigsaw. Have a look in the 
library at the book. 

If you enter the competition email 
your entry to Mrs Hughes 
c.hughes@stmarys.net to enter the  
Internal school competition with a 
prize of the book for the best entry. 
Internal competition deadline  Mon-
day 6th December. 
 
Ask your Geography teacher for the 
entry form and for more infor-
mation. Good luck, we can’t wait to 
see your designs! 

Mrs C Hughes 

Head of Geography 

Year 7 – Geography competition time – design a city of the future! 

Are you a budding town planner? Could you create a city that will help to combat climate change? 

mailto:c.hughes@stmarys.net
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Elizabeth - Y10. Thank you for your support.  

Our school community are exceptionally proud of Elizabeth Y10 and her amazing 
achievements. A few weeks ago, we shared with you Elizabeth’s “Just Giving” 
page for her half marathon challenge. The courage, determination and sheer will 
power has inspired Elizabeth, her sister Grace and Mum to get involved too! 

Her Mum writes: “The training and the event 
itself has been great for Elizabeth, not only 
making her feel good, but for her to have 
something positive to focus on has been so 
good for her.  The benefits of exercise are so 
undervalued.” 

 
During half term Elizabeth has also camping 
in Pembrokeshire and hiking 16 km for two 
days on hilly terrain, with 30 kg on her back, 
with her air cadets squadron, working towards 
her expedition part of the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award. 

Elizabeth and her family are an inspiration to 
us all! We are very proud of her! 

 
Mr S Eddleston 

Y10 Learning  Coordinator 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#RedWednesday 24th November 2021 
 
On Wednesday 24th November, we would like each child to 
wear a red item of clothing in addition to their normal school 
uniform to show support for Christians across the globe, 
who are suffering persecution today, with a £1 donation 
(payable via Parentpay)  
 
This could be any item of clothing that is “red” in colour, a 
coat, scarf, hat, gloves, tie, hair accessory, watch, lanyard, 
shoes, laces, etc. However, this does not include red ‘make
-up’ (e.g., nails).  
 
#RedWednesday 24th November 2021 is organised by 
the Catholic charity, Aid to the Church in Need (ACN), who 
support  projects in over 135 countries worldwide.    
 
#RedWednesday is YOUR chance to say ‘NO’ to Chris-
tian persecution and ‘NO’ to religious persecution and to 
use YOUR voice to call for CHANGE. 
 
 

As a result of targeted violence, around the world, millions of Christians are now displaced or refugees. Count-
less numbers have been driven from the homes, lost their livelihoods and even their liberty and their lives be-
cause of their faith. This year the special focus is on the kidnap, forced marriage and conversion, rape and sexu-
al enslavement of Christian women and girls.  
 
You can sign the #RedWednesday Petition to the UK  Government to help stop the sexual enslavement of Chris-
tian women. Visit https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/redwednesday/ to help to put an end to this suffering  today. 
. 
 
Thank you for your generous support.       Mr D D’Cruz 

Chaplain and Teacher of RE 
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Chaplaincy News: 

During the Month of November we pray for the Holy Souls. 

As a school community we have our book of remembrance 
placed in the school hall. Every act of worship and  group 
prayer is centred on us praying for our loved ones who 
have departed.  May their souls rest in eternal peace.  

https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/redwednesday/
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We are hiring! 

For all enquiries, contact:  

Recruitment@stmarys.net 
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Office Administrator (part time, 26.5hrs) 
 St Augustine's Catholic Primary School, Hoddesdon 
 Required as soon as possible 
 Closing date: 26th Nov, 3.30pm 
     Enquiries: admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk 

 
 
Breakfast Care Playworker (part time & term time only, casual contract) 
 St Augustine's Catholic Primary School, Hoddesdon 
 Closing date: 26th November 
Enquiries: admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk 
 

 
Learning Support Assistant EYFS (part time, 27.5hrs) term time only 
 Based in Bishop's Stortford 
 Closing date: 15th November 2021 
Enquiries: recruitment@stmarys.net 

 
 
  Exam Invigilators (casual)  
 St Mary's Catholic School, Bishop's Stortford 
 Closing date: 30th November 2021 
Enquiries: recruitment@stmarys.net 
 

mailto:%20recruitment@stmarys.net
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,school-office-administrator_67789.htm
mailto:admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk
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